
 
Historical Commission 

Agenda 
July 21, 2010 

Louisville Public Library Meeting Room 
951 Spruce Street 

6:30 PM 
I. Call to Order & Introductions 

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Agenda 

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes for June 16, 2010 meeting 

V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

VI. Presentation/Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

VII. Report from the Director of Library & Museum Services 
A.  Campaign restrictions – please see attached information 

VIII. Museum Coordinator’s Report  
A. Approval of Deeds of Gifts from donors 
B. Questions regarding Museum Coordinator’s Report - please see attached written 

report 
C.  Superior to host meeting with historical organizations from Superior, Louisville, and 

Lafayette on Saturday, August 7, Superior Town Hall – all Commission members 
invited – please see attached written invitation (RSVPs required) 

D.   Update regarding “The Untold Story of Louisville” – Fall 2010 Louisville Historian 
IX. Museum & Commission Projects 

A.  Membership - please see attached written report for updated statistics 
• Soliciting Business Sponsorships 

B.  Update – History Book Club’s summer trips to area museums 
C.  Update – Summer Walking Tours 
D.  Discussion/Direction/Action – Oral History Program 
E.  Discussion/Direction/Action - Sales Inventory 
F.  Discussion/Direction/Action – new book proposal 
G.  Discussion of possible Fall Festival activities 
 

X. Chairperson’s Report 
A. Joint meeting with Library Board of Trustees 

XI. Commission Comments 

XII. Discussion Items for August 18th Meeting 

XIII. Adjourn 
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Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
June 16, 2010 

Louisville Public Library Meeting Room 
951 Spruce St. 

6:30 PM 
 

I. Call to Order: Commission Chair Dan Mellish called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

II. Roll Call 
         Commission Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Lynn Koglin, Dan Mellish, Sean 

Moynihan, Don Ross, Anne Robinson, Colleen Vandendriessche, Sally Burlingame, Diane 
Marino, Pat Seader 

 Commission Members Absent: Dustin Sagrillo, Jennifer Strand, Brian Chamberlin 

 City Representatives Present: 
 Beth Barrett, Directory of Library & Museum Services 
 Bridget Bacon, Museum Coordinator 

 Others Present: Jean Morgan 

III. Approval of Agenda: All members approved the agenda. 

IV. Approval of Minutes: All members approved the minutes for subcommittee meetings on 
May 4 & May 24, 2010. In addition, all members approved the minutes for the regular 
meeting on May 16, 2010, except that the Treasurer’s Report total was corrected to state 
$36,854.02 instead of $38, 854.o2. 

V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda: Jean Morgan said that she will send a 
letter to City Council in support of Museum projects. Also, she spoke about historical 
miners’ cabins located near her home. She said that the owner recently removed a fence 
made out of cardox shells that had been used in the mines. Area museums may be 
interested in adding these cardox shells to their collections and she stated that she hopes 
to still request them from the owner of the cabins if they are not wanted. Jean stated that 
she will also discuss this issue with the Historic Preservation Commission at its next 
meeting. 

VI. Treasurer’s Report: Dave Ferguson presented the following report for May 2010:  
  Previous Balance  7,891.26 
  Expenses   1,389.40 
  Receipts   1,259.00 
  CD                      25,000.00 
  Savings + $0.21 interest 3,962.47 
  Checking   7,760.86 
 
  Total                       36,723.33 
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 The Commission approved the Treasurer’s report. 
 
VII. Report from the Director of Library & Museum Services:  

Lafayette Miners Museum - Beth Barrett gave an update regarding the Lafayette Miners 
Museum. She noted that the Lafayette Museum differs from Louisville’s in that the 
collections are owned by a private organization, the Lafayette Historical Society, and there 
had been concerns about finding leadership for the organization. The Society recently 
elected new officers and it appears that the organization will be able to continue. Diane 
Marino also volunteered information relating to the current status of the Lafayette 
Historical Society. 

City of Louisville 2011 Budget – Beth Barrett reported that it appears that the City will have 
level budgeting for 2011. There will likely be no new programs, no new staffing, and no 
large projects in the budget. The City Council is considering placing a use tax on the 
ballot. 

Louisville Public Library news – The summer reading program at the Library has gotten off 
to a good start. 

VIII. Museum Coordinator’s Report 
A. Deeds of Gifts – Bridget Bacon presented four Deeds of Gifts. After discussion, it was 

moved, seconded, and carried to accept the following items: 
1. Monarch High School – 2010 yearbook 
2. JoBelle Fischer Orvis – items from the Fischer family consisting of a hand plow, 

knife, fork, and meat tenderizer 
3. Aline Steinbaugh – four historical photos  
4. Mark Zaremba – 1967 schedule for Jefferson County midget football league, in 

which Louisville participated 
 

Bridget Bacon noted that some larger items were recently offered, but she declined to 
ask the potential donors sign Deeds of Gift because of the Museum’s limited collection 
storage space. 
 

B. Former Historical Commission member Bob Enrietto has donated $300 to the 
Commission. The Museum was very busy during the Taste of Louisville open house, 
with about 110 visitors. 

 
C. Superior is hosting a meeting with area historical organizations on Saturday, August 7 

at the Superior Town Hall, to be followed by a tour of the new Superior Historical 
Museum. All Historical Commission members are invited. Bridget stated that she will 
bring this to the Commission’s attention again at the July meeting. 

 
D. Shelley Angell of the Chamber of Commerce contacted Bridget about wanting to do a 

silent auction during the Fall Festival. The Commission will not be doing a silent 
auction during the Fall Festival and has no objections to the Chamber organizing one, 
and members expressed that they would be willing to let the Chamber borrow 
clipboards and potentially lend other assistance. Sally Burlingame asked that Shelley 
Angell get in touch with her regarding the Chamber’s auction. 

 
IX. Review – Historical Commission Study Session with City Council 
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The Historical Commission reviewed the June 8th Study Session. Members felt that there 
was a good turnout of supporters. Dan Mellish thanked everyone who came and showed 
their support. Dan asked if any members had attended the City’s budget update meeting 
for board and commission members. No one reported that they had attended. 

X. Museum & Commission Projects 
A.  Update - Membership: Wendy Fickbohm of State Farm Insurance in Louisville has 

become a Business Sponsor. Additional statistics on new members were included in 
the meeting packet. 

B.  History Book Club Update: Anne Robinson reported on the book club. The book club 
went on a field trip to museums in Forts Lupton and Vasquez on June 12. Next month, 
on July 10, the book club plans to do a field trip to the Nederland area. 

C.  Oral History Program Update: Diane Marino reported that the Oral History group will 
meet next on June 17 and that the interviews are going well. The first batch of DVDs 
made from tapes is expected to be completed soon. 

D.  Discussion/Direction/Action - Sales Inventory: Sally Burlingame reported that she 
ordered 12 copies of “Life of a Miner” by Bobbie Kalman and Kate Calder and “Coal” 
by Ron Edwards and Adrianna Edwards to sell at the Museum. They will be shipped 
on June 17 and should arrive in a week. 

 Bridget Bacon showed a new book received at the Museum called “The Walls Talk: 
Historic House Museums of Colorado” by Patricia Werner. The Tomeo House is one of 
the featured historic house museums in the book. The Commission may purchase the 
books at 50% off plus shipping, with no minimum order required. The Commission 
approved the purchase of 20 copies to be sold at the Museum for $17 each, including 
sales tax. 

E. Discussion of possible Fall Festival activities: The Historical Commission discussed 
potential ideas for participating in the parade. Dave Ferguson has hats, belts, and 
lanterns to use for dressing as miners. Bridget reported that there is already a banner 
that says “Louisville Historical Museum.” One idea is to have people in costumes and 
carrying the banner. Some of the costume ideas were to dress as baseball players, 
miners, or as a hose cart team. Sean Moynihan will work on the Parade entry. 

F. Discussion/Direction/Action – Holiday Home Tour: Sally Burlingame reported that the 
recommendation of the Home Tour committee was to not have the Holiday Home Tour 
this year due to the reduction of Museum staff hours (because the Museum 
Coordinator supervises City volunteers who work on the event) and due to the lack of 
an experienced person with adequate time to organize the event. The Historical 
Commission agreed that we would not have the Holiday Home Tour in 2010, but look 
to have it in 2011. Some recommendations for 2011 include having larger signs, not 
having food, and considering an increase in ticket prices. 

XI. Chairperson’s Report 
A.  Possible joint meeting with Library Board of Trustees: Dan Mellish discussed a 

possible joint meeting with the Library Board of Trustees in September to discuss 
common goals and possible ways of working together. The Library Board could tour the 
Museum, the Historical Commission could tour the Library, and there could be a joint 
meeting. This will be discussed further at the next monthly meeting. 
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 Dan also mentioned the prospect of planning a future joint meeting with the Historic 

Preservation Commission. 

   B. The Commission discussed some ideas for events since it is not doing the Home Tour 
or silent auction. Some ideas mentioned were a Harney Lastoka Open Space Tour that 
was suggested by the current tenant of the Harney Lastoka farm and a cemetery tour.  

   It was noted that currently, memberships provide by far the largest source of the 
Commission’s yearly revenue. One thought is to focus efforts on increasing 
memberships and Business Sponsorships. Dan suggested utilizing the list of 
participating businesses from the last silent auction.  

   In connection with the discussion about Business Sponsors, it was noted that the bank 
used by the Commission is not a Business Sponsor. Colleen Vandendriessche said that 
she will approach the bank to ask it about joining as a Business Sponsor. 

 Bridget Bacon suggested that the Commission might consider holding a reception to 
honor past mayors and city council representatives, many of whom still live in the area. 
She noted that this would not be a fundraising event, but rather would be an event to 
highlight the contributions of these citizens to Louisville. 

XII. Commission Comments – None. 
XIII. Discussion Items for July 21st Meeting – Increasing Business Sponsorships 
XIV. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
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From:                                         Meredyth  Muth
Sent:                                           Wednesday, July 07, 2010 8:15 AM
Subject:                                     Campaign Rules for Board and Commission 
Members
Attachments:                          Fair Campain Practices Memo 6-10 - City Atty.pdf

 
Board & Commission Members:
 
The City Council moved forward last night with the first step towards putting the consumer use tax on 
the November ballot requesting voter approval. That step has triggered the Fair Campaign Practices Act 
(FCPA). The long and short of this is that as a board member you may not, in your official capacity, 
either individually or as a board, campaign for or against the measure. You also may not spend any of 
your board’s funding (from any source) to campaign for or against the issue.
 
These same rules apply to all City Staff and the City Council. In our official capacity, we are allowed to 
discuss the facts and give pros and cons on the subject, but we are not allowed to campaign for the 
measure as employees, council members, or board members.
 
In your private capacity as a resident of Louisville you are allowed to campaign for or against the 
measure. As noted in the attached memo from the City Attorney:
 

Appointed officials such as board and commission members may:
•         Expend personal funds and use personal time for electioneering, subject to applicable 
campaign laws
•         Express a personal opinion on ballot issues, so long as not expending public money from 
any source to do so

 
These rules also apply to all State-wide ballot measures, including Amendments 60 and 61 and 
Proposition 101.
 
You staff liaisons will work to make sure you are in accordance with the law at your meetings. Please see 
the attached memo for additional information and let me know if you have any questions.
 
 
Meredyth Muth 
Public Relations Manager 
City of Louisville  
303.335.4536  
303.335.4550 fax 
www.louisvilleco.gov 
MeredythM@LouisvilleCO.gov
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     Memorandum 
 To: Historical Commission 

 From: Bridget Bacon, Museum Coordinator 

 Date: July 13, 2010 

 Re: Museum Coordinator’s Report 

Anne Robinson’s upcoming Historical Walking Tours of Louisville are scheduled for 
10:30 AM on July 31, September 4, and October 2, to start outside the Library. 
 
The next issue of the Louisville Historian will have as its theme the history of the brick 
school that is now the Louisville Center for the Arts.  
 
The Louisville Public Library has scheduled a book signing by local historical author 
Carol Turner on Monday, August 7, 2010, 7:00 PM. Her book is "Forgotten Heroes and 
Villains of Sand Creek." This program has been rescheduled from July 15. 
 
The Commission authorized the purchase of 20 copies of The Walls Talk: Historic House 
Museums of Colorado at its June meeting. This book has a chapter about the Tomeo 
House. The books have arrived and are being sold at the Museum for $17. Also, the 
publishers have scheduled a party for the book at 4:00 PM on Friday, August 13th at the 
Molly Brown Summer House. The Museum’s volunteers and Commission members are 
invited. Please let me know if you’re interested in attending. 
 
I attended a Volunteer Group meeting of the Association of Northern Front Range 
Museums (ANFRM) in Arvada with Sally Burlingame, Mary Kay Knorr, and Gail 
Khasawneh. After the meeting, we were able to tour the McIlvoy House in Old Town 
Arvada and the Arvada History Museum located at the Arvada Center. 
 
Museum Visitors Report (these statistics represent visits to the Museum itself, and not 
inquiries that come in by email or phone): 

• June visitors: 187; YTD visitors: 559 
• Totals for past recent years:  

o 2009 – 2,014 
o 2008 – 1,920 
o 2007 – 1,646 
o 2006 – 1,600 



Invitation from Superior Historical Commission 
 

The Superior Historical Commission is hosting a get together for the historic groups from 
Superior, Louisville, and Lafayette. This is a continuation of meetings held in previous years 
where representatives from our respective organizations can meet and share experiences. We 
have forged a positive bond in recent years and want to keep it going.  

Here are the details: 

When: Saturday, August 7, 2010 

Time: Refreshments 8:45; Forum 9:00 a.m. 

Place: Superior Town Hall 
124 E. Coal Creek Drive 
Superior  80027 

Format: We will provide goodies from Panera for participants. After session is over, all are 
welcome to visit the Superior Historical Museum.  

We are looking forward to visiting with you on August 7th! 

Larry Dorsey, Chair 
Superior Historical Commission 
303-499-1969 

Members of the Louisville Historical Commission and the Louisville Historic Preservation 
Commission are specifically invited to this event. In order to facilitate refreshments, please 
RSVP to Bridget Bacon, 303-665-9048, bridgetb@louisvilleco.gov, no later than August 
4th. Bridget will be keeping track of the RSVPs from the Louisville historical organizations 
and will let Superior know how many people from Louisville will be attending. 
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Membership Statistics for July 2010 Historical Commission Meeting 
(as of July 13, 2010) 

 
 
 
 
 
New Memberships for 2010: 
 
YTD new individual & family memberships for 2010:    68 
YTD new Business Sponsorships for 2010:                   1  
YTD new memberships & sponsorships for 2010:       69 
 
Total new memberships & sponsorships for:  

• 2009 - 118 
• 2008 - 117 
• 2007 -   68 
• 2006 -   52 

 
 
Renewals for 2010:  
 
79% of renewals have been received so far.  
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