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City Council 
Business Retention & 

Development Committee 
Meeting Agenda 
August 2, 2010 

8:00 AM – 9:30 AM 
Library Meeting Room 

951 Spruce Street 
(entry on the north side of building) 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Agenda 

IV. Approval of July 6, 2010 Minutes 

V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

VI. Developer’s Roundtable Discussion – emphasis on Colorado Tech Center 

Jim Vasbinder – Etkin Johnson Group 

Steve Meyer – Stephen Meyer and Associates 

Jon Lee - Community Development Group 

VII. Retention Meetings 

• Balfour – Malcolm, Michael, Scott R  

• American Zephyr – Bonnie and Mayor 

• Alem – Chris Pritchard and John Benedetti 

• Huawei – Rob and Shelley(Phil) 

VIII. July Economic Development Briefing, including an update on Sam’s, Safeway 

IX. Distribution of Fair Campaign Practices memo  

X. Reports from committee members 

XI. Discussion Items for Next Meeting Tuesday, September 7, 2010 – 

XII. Adjourn 
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City Council 
Business Retention & Development Committee 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 
July 6, 2010 

Library Meeting Room 
951 Spruce Street 

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM 
 
BRaD of the City of Louisville met in session at 8:00 a.m. in the 1st Floor Meeting room at the 
Louisville Library, 951 Spruce Street, Louisville, Colorado. The following individuals were present - 
 
BRaD Members Present:              Ron Sackett, Chair (Councilor) 

 Hank Dalton (Councilor) 
Rob Lathrop, Vice Chair, LRC  
Michael Menaker, Alternate for LRC 

 Shelley Angell, Chamber 
 Scott Reichenberg, CTC 
 Phil Barton, Chamber 
 
BRaD Members Absent: Bob Muckle (Councilor) 
 Chris Pritchard, Planning Commission 

Jill Midgely, DBA 
 

Staff Present: Bonnie Star, Economic Development Director 
 Malcolm Fleming, City Manager 

  Rhonda Welborn, Executive Assistant 
  Troy Russ, Planning and Building Safety Director 
  Gavin McMillan, Planner II 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS NOT ON AGENDA – None 
 
DISCUSSION – PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO DOWNTOWN SIGN CODE 
 
Troy Russ and Gavin McMillan presented a power point highlighting the following topics: 
 

1. Landmarked Signs 
2. Special Review Use (No fee) 
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3. Streamlined review 
4. Various Sign designs 
5. Void Spaces 

 
Committee members and staff discussed the different exceptions that might arise in signage, such 
as signs above fascia, multi-tenant buildings, and prohibiting moving and flashing signs.  The 
Planning Department will take the various suggestions into consideration when presenting the sign 
code information to other committees and boards, and incorporating appropriate changes into the 
proposed sign code to City Council. 
 
UPDATE ON POTENTIAL CONSUMER USE TAX BALLOT ISSUE 
 
Malcolm Fleming informed the committee that the fall ballot will propose a 3.5% use tax on 
purchases outside the City of Louisville for use within the City.  There are challenges to the 
wording and phrasing of the use tax.  The committee and staff discussed the consequences of the 
use tax not passing.  BRaD unanimously endorsed the Use Tax measure to Council.   
 
DISCUSSION – PROPOSAL BY ROB LATHROP TO CHARGE SALES TAX ON RENTAL 
STORAGE SPACE AND RV/BOAT STORAGE 
 
Committee members and staff discussed the sales tax proposal and concluded that now is not the 
right time to pursue this issue.  Additional comments addressed the need to diversify the tax base. 
 
RETENTION VISIT OVERVIEW 
 
Rob and Troy visited with Vaisala.  Vaisala is a Finnish company that works in meteorological 
scientific equipment.  The company has acquired other similar companies and is re-locating 
employees to the Louisville office. 
 
Malcolm and Hank visited with Sundrop Fuels.  Sundrop has an office in CTC and an interesting 
future.  The company also has operations in Broomfield.  Sundrop converts rice straw into liquid 
fuels and works in other bio-fuels. A concern for this company is rail transportation and the lack of 
high end condos. 
 
Jill and Phil visited with Streets Fitness.  This company is growing.  Streets Fitness stated that 
promoting their business was an issue. 
 
Bonnie visited with the DaVinci Institute, owners of The Vault.  This company is a coworking 
environment that offers varied levels of leased office space.  The company is non profit and has a 
one-year lease.  If the business does well they might consider purchasing the building.  
 
Rob and Shelley visited with Samnina-Sci.  This company has a niche in STC circuitry board 
repair, testing, and re-programming.  The company has approximately 15 employees and is 
located in CTC.  A future contract with Level 3 is possible.   
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JULY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BRIEFING 
 
Bonnie indicated that there are offers into Walmart, although there are challenges with purchase 
restrictions; sales contract and restricted uses and covenants. She also provided an update on the 
ICSC conference in May. 
 
There are 4 ownerships in the Village Square Shopping Center (Safeway) for sale.  This allows for 
the possibility of re-developing the site for other uses.  
 
Bonnie provided an update on the business assistance agreements for LuckyPie and Sweet Cow.  
The Rocky Mountain Tennis Center closed on the purchase of property June 1. 
 
Reports from Committee members 
 
Rob Lathrop discussed the Firecracker Softball Tournament in town that brought in thousands of 
participants. There was a missed opportunity for downtown retail businesses, as there is poor 
access from the ball fields.  Rob suggested an underpass or a guide/map located at the ball fields 
to direct people to businesses.   
 
Troy Russ indicated that there will be a downtown parking advisory board formed that will hold 
three meetings sometime between July and September.  He asked for volunteers. 
 
 
Next Meeting – Tuesday, August 2, 2010 
 
Agenda items proposed;  
 

1. Possible Roundtables with CTC, Centennial Valley, and Downtown with S.W.O.T. analysis.  
The Round Tables would be to solicit recommendations towards Policy. 

2. Statewide Ballot Issues 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 






























