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Louisville Historical Commission  
Meeting Agenda  

November 2, 2016 
Louisville Public Library Meeting Room, 951 Spruce Street  

6:30 PM  
I. Call to order 

II. Roll call  

III. Approval of agenda  

IV. Public comments  

V. Approval of two sets of attached minutes for Sept. 9, 2016  regular meeting and 
Sept. 28th, 2016 joint meeting with Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) – see 
attached drafts 

VI. Museum Coordinator’s Report – see attached written report 

A. Approval of Deeds of Gifts from donors 

B. Advice sought on donations of other artifacts being offered 

C. Additional updates 

D. Museum Open House during Parade of Lights - Commission signups to chat 
with visitors at the Museum 4-6 PM and 6-8 PM on Friday, Dec. 2nd  
(Art Walk begins at 4 PM, to be followed by the Parade of Lights Open 
House, parade ending at about 8 PM) 

VII. Updates on recent developments relating to Museum campus plans and funding: 

A. City Council Study Session regarding the Museum Master Plan (Sept. 13, 
2016) 

B. Joint meeting with the Historic Preservation Commission (Sept. 28, 
2016)(see also agenda item below to establish a subcommittee based on 
the meeting discussion) 

C. Completion of an ALTA survey on the Museum campus – see attached 
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D. Status report on Historic Structure Assessments to be completed on the 
Museum buildings 

E. Budget update for Museum capital funding request and anticipation of a 
possible RFP for consultant services 

VIII. Discussion/Direction – Establishment of HPC/Historical Commission Joint 
Subcommittee – see attached memo 

IX. Chairperson’s Report 

X. Discussion/Direction/Action: Pioneer Award (to be presented January 2016) – see 
attached information on Pioneer Award criteria and past recipients  

A. Pioneer Award selection 

B. Confirmation of Paula Elrod to present the award again this year and to 
help write the Pioneer Award piece based on this recipient for the next 
Louisville Historian 

XI. Additional items of common interest with the Historic Preservation Commission: 
reports from HPC liaison (Lynda Haley) and/or from HC liaisons to HPC (Paula Elrod 
and Julie VanLaanen) 

XII. Commission comments & discussion items for next meeting 

XIII. Close meeting & adjourn 
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Louisville Historical Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

September 7, 2016 
Louisville Public Library Meeting Room, 951 Spruce Street 

6:30 PM 
 

I.      Call to order: Commission Chair Dan Mellish called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
  
II.      Roll call: 

          Commission Members Present: Dan Mellish, Gordon Madonna, Betty Scarpella, Paula  

          Elrod, Julie VanLaanen, and Jon Ferris 

          Commission Members Absent: None 

City Representatives Present:  

Bridget Bacon, Museum Coordinator 

Beth Barrett, Director of Library and Museum Services 

Jay Keany, City Council liaison 

Heather Balser, Deputy City Manager 
 

 

III.      Approval of agenda: Members approved agenda 
 

IV.      Public comments: None 
 

V.      Approval of four sets of attached minutes for: July 6th   regular meeting; Aug. 3rd special 
meeting; Aug. 3 joint meeting with Historic Preservation Commission (HPC); and Aug. 
25th subcommittee meeting: All minutes were approved 

 

VI.      Museum Coordinator’s Report 

A. Approval of Deeds of Gifts from donors: The Commission voted to accept the 
following 6 donations: 

1. Gordon Madonna – items relating to his father, Anthony “Joe” 
Madonna, including photos showing the opening of the McCaslin 
Interchange in 1962, street paving and water studies, and blueprints for 
the Colacci’s building at 816 Main, Boulder County plat book, plus 
additional items, including two menus from Colacci’s. 
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2.  Bob Junior – first communion photo taken at St. Louis Church in the 
1940s. It is believed to show Marion Dionigi Junior among the children. 

3. Barbara Hesson – items including documents relating to the service of 
her husband, William Hesson, as City Treasurer from 1969 to 2004. 

4. Leo Deborski – mine safety first aid kit and documents and pay 
statements from the Pitchford family. 

5. Roy Elliott – documents relating to Louisville, including photos and 
Louisville High School programs, certificates, and school newspaper.  

6. David W. Ferguson – items relating to Louisville including 
promotional brochure & map from 1959-60 and school items from 
him and his wife, Dorothy Ferguson, including handwritten 
schoolwork. 

B.   Advice sought on donations of other artifacts being offered: No advice sought  
    on donations this month. 

C.   Additional updates: Bridget reported that she gave a program on Louisville  
downtown signs on Thursday September 1st and was recorded for channel 8. 
Bridget will also be interviewing Ed Helmstead who has painted several signs 
on Main Street and Front Street for a program on September 21st. Also, Bridget 
will be attending a museum conference from September 14th through the 17th. 

 

VII.      Chairperson’s Report: Commission Chair Dan Mellish reported the Lynn Koglin has 
resigned from the Historical Commission, and thanked Lynn for his years of service. Also, 
the Commission was informed of the Mayor’s Community Update piece talking about 
the services offered by the Historical Museum. 

 

VIII.      Review & approval of City Council Communication for Study Session with City 
Council to discuss Museum Master Plan (Sept. 13th, 7 PM, Library Meeting Room) 
& discussion regarding planning for the presentation: The Commission looked over and 
discussed the three parts to the presentation for the City Council Study Session: the City 
Council communication memo, the Museum Master Plan and the PowerPoint 
presentation.  The Museum Master Plan has already been approved in the last Historical 
Commission meeting and the memo is an outline of the PowerPoint presentation.  The 
Commission went over the presentation and discussed key points to convey to the City 
Council.  The purpose of the presentation is to get feedback from the City Council on the 
Master Plan and the next steps to more forward for the Museum. The Commission 
approved the Master Plan, presentation and City Council Communication for the 
upcoming Study session. 

 

IX.      Review and approval of draft proposal to HPC on possible percentage for Museum 
operations & maintenance in Historic Preservation Tax extension (to be discussed at 
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joint meeting of the Historical Commission and HPC on Wednesday, Sept. 28, 6:30 PM, 
Spruce Room): At the last joint meeting with the HPC the Historical Commission was 
asked to form a proposal concerning the inclusion of funding to the Historical Museum 
in the Historic Preservation Tax.  The Commission reviewed the draft proposal for the 
HPC for the Historic preservation Tax. The proposal askes that 20% of the Preservation 
Tax goes to operations and maintenance for the museum, this means the funds will go 
to expand staffing at the museum, safety upgrades to the campus, and other 
operational expenses.  It was pointed out that with this proposal, the funds received 
form the tax does not substitute the City’s contribution to the Museum, but is an 
addition to the City’s funding. The Commission approved the draft proposal with 
additions. 

 

X.      Additional items of common interest with the Historic Preservation Commission: 
reports from HPC liaison (Lynda Haley) and/or from HC liaisons to HPC (Paula Elrod and 
Julie VanLaanen): It was reported that the HPC, at a recent meeting, was supportive for 
the idea of including the Historical Museum to the Historic Preservation Tax. They were 
looking for projections of what the Historic Commission was proposing for the next joint 
meeting. The HPC also approved the funding of up to $6000 for each historical structural 
assessment for the commercial buildings on the Museum campus. 

 

XI.     Commission comments & discussion items for next meeting: None 
 

XII.    Close meeting & adjourn: The LHC meeting adjourned at 8:01 pm. Next meeting is  
          scheduled for November 2, 2016. 
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Joint Special Meeting 

of the 
Louisville Historic Preservation Commission & 

 Louisville Historical Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

September 28, 2016 
City Hall, Spruce Room 

749 Main Street 
6:30 PM 

 
Call to Order – Chairperson Dan Mellish called the meeting to order at 6:47 pm. 
 
Roll Call was taken and the following members were present: 
 

Hist. Comm. Members Present:  Dan Mellish 
      Paula Elrod 
      Betty Scarpella 
      Julie VanLaanen  
Hist. Pres. Comm. Members Present: Lynda Haley 

Mike Koertje 
      Peter Stewart 
      Debbie Fahey 
      Jessica Fasick 
      Chuck Thomas 
City Council Members Present:  Jay Keany, Ward I 

 City Employees Present:   Bridget Bacon, Museum Coordinator 
Staff Members Present:   Rob Zuccaro, Dir of Planning & Building Safety 

Lauren Trice, Planner II 
      Susie Bye, Planning Clerk 

Approval of Agenda:  
Koertje made a motion to approve the September 28, 2016 agenda, seconded by Stewart.  Agenda 
approved by voice vote.  
 
Public Comments: None 
 
DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX EXTENSION AND PROPOSAL FOR HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION FUND SUPPORT FOR OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE AT THE HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM 
 
Mellish says at our last joint meeting, we had a discussion about what Operating and Maintenance 
(O&M) expenses we would see for the Museum Campus if it is included in the Historic Preservation Tax 
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(HPT) renewal. The proposal is in the packet. Are you surprised at the percentage and amount that we 
discussed? 
Koertje says we were looking for something specific and this proposal is specific. It is reasonable and I 
don’t think the percentage will cripple the fund. I don’t foresee any large expenditures such as the Grain 
Elevator in the future. I am in support of the campaign for next year.  
Bacon says we had a study season with City Council (CC) and the staffing proposal is scaled back 
from what the business consultant recommended. Any additional staffing is appreciated. Currently, I 
have one person helping me.  
Keany says the Museum Master Plan was presented at the study session with CC, and they are in 
support. They were concerned about staffing costs. Any funding from other sources within the City 
revenue stream would help. Sharing funds from the HPT would be helpful. Further discussion included 
what other possible future funding is available to help with Museum O&M. Discussion included putting 
HPT on the ballot in 2017 with enabling language that allows the Museum to use up to “X” percentage 
of money for O&M. On the 2018 ballot, one idea was to put a property tax for a period of time (3-4 
years) for the Museum campus expansion. Grants and donations within that time frame would shorten 
the property tax. If the 2018 ballot item passes, there may not be a need for the HPT funds.  
Fahey says either way, you are relying on a sales tax. The HPT is a sales tax. The 2018 ballot item 
might be a property tax. I am more comfortable with a property tax because it is more stable. 
Keany says CC did discuss alternatives. This idea was new to CC when I brought it up but they were 
not adverse to having the conversation. Putting the HPT extension on the 2017 ballot gives it a good 
chance of passing.  
Koertje says residents might get confused between the HPT sales tax and a property tax in 2018. 
Cyndi Thomas says it’s a great idea and I am in support of it. Would the 20% be reevaluated each 
year or is it CC discretion?  
Keany says it would be CC discretion and be part of the annual budget process.  
Fahey asks if the Museum staffing would take precedence over the HPF needs for preservation.    
Keany says there will be a future CC so I cannot say if there would be changes in precedence. 
Chuck Thomas says if 20% is the maximum, it cannot be exceeded.  
Fahey says if the fund needed 90% to cover all of the submitted requests, would HPC get preference 
over the 10% or would it go to the Museum? This would be up to CC, is that correct? 
Keany says if there is a big project that relies on HPF funds in order to happen, that discussion will 
probably happen during the budget process.  
Elrod says will the ballot language say “up to 20% be earmarked for O&M for the Museum”? Will voters 
understand it? If, in three years, there is a change in the economy and the funds are not available, will 
residents be upset because the Museum will get less funds and programs might be cut?  
Keany says the language will say “could be” earmarked for O&M. If programs are cut, the budget 
process is an open process and residents can be a part of it.  
Elrod asks if the ballot language for the sales tax to fund the Rec Center be the same as the HPF ballot 
issue. 
Keany says the Rec Center sales tax will go to the Rec Center and will not be reviewed every year. 
Funding can be cut back according to the revenue stream. For example, in 2008-2009, there were huge 
cuts in the City budget because of the closures of Sam’s Club and Safeway.  
Stewart says the language will be “up to 20%”.  
Cyndi Thomas says it has to be clear for the voters.  
Keany says the ballot language will say a continuation of the HPF tax with up to 20% funding O&M for 
the Museum. There is confusion in that some residents think that the HPF already funds the Museum 
O&M. 
Mellish says I don’t think we are writing the ballot language tonight. Are we heading in the right 
direction towards a conceptual agreement? We have discussed a Task Force that could contribute 
towards this effort.  It could be made up of some people in this room along with outside citizens. 



Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

September 28, 2016 
Page 3 of 4 

Keany says the Task Force discussion is about the Museum Campus. There should be an outside 
issues committee formed to support and promote the continuation of the HPF tax next year. The issues 
committee has to be separate from the City government once the ballot language is set due to 
campaign laws. CC will rely on these two Boards to submit a proposal suggesting the requested 
percentage from the HPF.  
Elrod says no more than two members from each Commission meeting can attend before it must be 
publicly noticed. 
Fahey says if a Commission member attends a meeting as a “resident” and not as a Board Member, 
there should not be an issue. A Board Member cannot discuss Board issues.  
Trice says there was a discussion about forming a Task Force regarding the HPF tax extension similar 
to what was done for the Rec Center issue. We need a group to work on the ballot language. 
Fahey says this meeting of the two Commissions basically is the Task Force.  
Keany says two members from each Board can work together to develop the language, go back to 
their Boards to get approval, and then submit to CC with support of Staff. I don’t think anything should 
be formally done until after the November 2016 election.  
Mellish says if the HPF extension tax is approved and the suggested 20% allotment is used for the 
Museum O&M, will this be an annual exercise for the two Boards to meet and submit to CC? 
Keany says the “up to 20%” will probably remain on an ongoing basis if that is the recommendation. 
Mellish says as the Museum Campus starts to develop, we will need more resources. Are these 
resources going to increase as the Campus is more developed? I can see an annual review meeting. 
Chuck Thomas says I don’t think the “up to 20%” will be an issue for the HPC. Any percentage less 
will mean more funds for HPC projects. Can we propose a motion to approve the 20%?  
Haley says I am in favor because I think this is a natural partnership.  
 
MOTIONS: 
Chuck Thomas makes motion for the Historic Preservation Commission to propose a HPF tax 
extension with a maximum of up to 20% to be allocated towards the operating and maintenance 
expenses of the Louisville Museum Campus, seconded by Stewart. Roll call vote.  
 

Name  Vote 
  
Lynda Haley Yes 
Debbie Fahey Yes 
Peter Stewart Yes 
Mike Koertje   Yes 
Jessica Fasick Yes 
Cyndi Thomas Yes 
Chuck Thomas Yes 
Motion passed/failed:  Pass 

Motion passes 7-0. 
 
VanLaanen makes a motion for the Historical Commission to accept up to 20% from the HPF tax 
extension for operating and maintenance expenses for the Louisville Museum Campus, seconded by 
Elrod.  Voice vote unanimous.  
 
BALLOT DRAFT LANGUAGE COMMITTEE: 
Stewart says we need volunteers to work on ballot language. 
Chuck Thomas says volunteers should have long term experience with the HPF.  
Cyndi Thomas says perhaps it might be people involved in the original drafting.  
Koertje volunteers to do draft language. Elrod, Haley, and Mellish volunteer.  
 
CLOSING STATEMENTS: 
Stewart says when do you think this will come back to us? 
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Keany says after the November 2016 election. 
Koertje says the ballot issue needs to be submitted to CC before June 2017 for the November ballot.  
Keany says this discussion item should come before CC in April or May. We will need an attorney to 
draft the ballot language.  
Mellish says the polling numbers say that this is well received. One poll was of citizens and one poll 
was at the Rec Center where other questions were asked.  
Elrod says the next Historical Commission is before the November election day. The next meeting is in 
January 2017. 
Mellish says this timeline makes sense to me.  
Keany says I think the HPF tax will pass easily. What Louisville is doing is very unique in historic 
preservation and was strongly supported by the public. There are also residents who have used the 
HPF program and can speak positively about their experiences.  
Chuck Thomas says from my historic preservation experience, Louisville’s program is totally unique. 
Mellish thanks everyone for your comments and effort. 
 
Adjourn: 
Mellish makes a motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourns at 7:20 pm. 
 



 

 
 

Memorandum 
To: Historical Commission 

 From: Bridget Bacon, Museum Coordinator 

 Date:   October 25, 2016 

 Re: Museum Coordinator’s Report 

The Museum hosted a museum training meeting of the Association of Northern Front Range 
Museums (ANFRM) on Sept. 19th. With about 30 people in attendance, Megan Huelman and I 
gave presentations on building and maintaining museum membership programs. The meeting 
took place at the Library and we offered tours of the Methodist Church and the Museum 
afterwards. We had the help of a number of Museum volunteers for the meeting, lunch, and 
tours, and we wouldn’t have been able to do it all without them.  
 
The Singing Cook is selling mugs showing images of the Louisville Historical Museum. The 
Singing Cook will donate 15% of the sales of the mugs to the Louisville History Foundation. 
Another new mug now available shows the Louisville Arts Center at Memory Square. 
 
The Planning Dept. of the City received five proposals to do Historic Context Studies for 
Louisville. This project, which is being funded by the Historic Preservation Fund, was listed as an 
immediate action item in the Preservation Master Plan. I assisted with interviewing three of the 
consultants on September 30th, along with HPC members Cyndi Thomas and Mike Koertje, Rob 
Zuccaro, Director of Planning & Building Safety, and Lauren Trice, Associate Planner. The 
interview team selected PaleoWest, located in Denver, to work with the City to develop the 
Historic Context Studies over the upcoming months. The three themes to be covered are 
Louisville’s residential development, Louisville’s commercial development, and Louisville’s 
agricultural, railroad, and mining origins. I will work closely with PaleoWest to provide historical 
resources, information, and photos from the Historical Museum. PaleoWest will also do public 
outreach with residents as part of this project. 
 
This is school tour time at the Museum. We recently gave tours to Coal Creek second graders. 
Coming up in November will be visits from two other schools. 
 
Thanks to the resources of the City, three recent Museum programs were recorded in the 
Library meeting room and will be accessible on the Internet and on Channel 8. 
 
Museum Visitors Report (these statistics represent visits to the Museum itself, and not inquiries that 
come in by email or phone): Sept. visitors: 442; YTD: 3106. 







 
 
 

Memorandum 
To: Historical Commission 

 From: Bridget Bacon, Museum Coordinator 

 Date:   October 25, 2016 

 Re: Museum Coordinator’s Report 

At the joint Historic Preservation Commission/Historical Commission meeting on Sept. 
28, the two Commissions each appointed two of its members to a subcommittee to 
work on the Historic Preservation Fund extension ballot issue. The Historical 
Commission appointed Dan Mellish, Chair, and Paula Elrod, Vice Chair, to the 
subcommittee. The appointment of the subcommittee and its members was not an 
agenda item, so the subcommittee needs to be officially appointed by each of the two 
groups. The role of the subcommittee is for the two appointed members of the 
Historical Commission to work with the two appointed members of the Historic 
Preservation Commission to make recommendations to City Council on funding 
Museum operations through the Historic Preservation Fund.  
 

 



Pioneer Award Background and Information 

The Louisville Historical Commission presents the Pioneer Award to a person or persons at the Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Banquet held in January or February of each year.  At least one representative from the 
Historical Commission attends the banquet and makes the presentation. The presentation speech typically 
is written up so that it can be included in the next issue of The Louisville Historian. 

The following describes the Pioneer Award qualifications that the Historical Commission has used in the 
past: “The recipient should be a person or persons who, through his/her or their business and personal 
activities, is recognized within the Louisville community as an active contributor to the ongoing success and 
welfare of the community.  The award is given in recognition of the past achievements in spirit and time in 
promoting the interests and future of the City of Louisville through his/her or their personal service to the 
community and its residents.” 

The Pioneer Award used to be presented more often as a posthumous award to the recipient’s family, but 
in recent years it has been presented more often to a living person. The following is a list of past recipients: 

1985 J.J. Steinbaugh 

1986 Charles, Iona, & Quinton Thomas 

1987 Dr. Lucius Cassidy Sr. 

1988 Joe Colacci 

1989 John “Ring” Dionigi 

1990 Martha Eberharter 

1991 G.R. Henning 

1992 Eugene Caranci 

1993 Susie DiGiacomo 

1994 Lewton McCorkle 

1995 Fr. Benedict Ingenito OSB 

1996 Frank Rizzi 

1997 L.C. “Bun” Graves 

1998 Vera Taylor 

1999 Eileen Schmidt 

2000 Eliseo Jacoe 

2001 Joe Carnival 

2002 Robert Ross 

2003 Glenn Steinbaugh 

2004 Donald Ross 

2005  Carolyn Conarroe 

2006 Virginia Caranci 

2007  Bill and Betty Buffo 

2008 David Ferguson 

2009 Patricia Seader 

2010    Frank Domenico 

2011    Lawrence Enrietto 

2012    George Brown 

2013    Barbara DiSalle 

2014    Marion Junior 

2015    Dick DelPizzo 

2016    Ted & Carolyn Manzanares 
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