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Open Space Advisory Board 
Agenda 

Wednesday, August 10th, 2016 
Louisville Public Library 
1st Floor Meeting Room 

951 Spruce Street 
7:00pm 

I. 7:00 pm Call to Order 
II. Roll Call  
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
V. Staff Updates 
VI. 7:15 pm Board Updates  

a. Discussions on Meeting Duration & How to Schedule Discussions 
within the allotted Meeting Time 

VII. 7:25 pm Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda (more time as  
       needed)  
VIII. 7:30 pm Discussion: Review and Make Final Recommendations on the  
        Design and Text for the Harper Lake Kiosk 
        Presented by: Michelle Wolf, ECOS Communications 
IX. 8:00 pm Discussion Item: Acquisition Strategy & Candidate Open Space  
        Property Ranking  
X. 8:45 pm Discussion Item: Louisville Ranger Program Update and  
        Baseline Report  
        Presented by: Kelsey Harter, Ranger Naturalist  
XI. 9:30 pm Discussion Item: Develop Concepts for Draft Letter to City Council  

Regarding Ops & CIP Priorities  
XII. 9:45 pm Discussion Items for Next Meeting on September 1st with the Parks  
        and Public Landscapes Advisory Board or September 14th as OSAB.  
XIII. Adjourn  
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Open Space Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, July 13th, 2016 

Louisville Public Library: First Floor Meeting Room 
951 Spruce Street 

7:00 pm 
 
I. Call to Order- Helen called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
II. Roll Call- 
 Board Members Present: Helen Moshak, Mike Schantz, Christopher Smith, 
 Laura Scott Denton, Graeme Patterson, Missy Davis 
 Board Members Absent: Linda Smith, Spencer Guthrie 
 City Council Members Present: Jeff Lipton, Ashley Stolzmann, Mayor Bob 
 Muckle 
 Staff Members Present: Ember Brignull, Joe Stevens 
 
III. Approval of Agenda- 
 Christopher moved to approve the agenda as written.  Laura seconded.  The 
motion was passed unanimously. 
 
IV.  Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes- 
 Mike moved to approve the minutes as written.  Laura seconded.  The motion 
was passed, but with one abstention from Christopher. 
 
V.   Staff Updates- 
 A. The Boulder County Youth Corps is at Warembourg Fishing Pond adding an 
extension to the current floating wetland.  On Monday the Youth Corps was at Aquarius 
adding new trail material.  They will also be doing weed control at Davidson Mesa. 
 B.  The City is scheduling a volunteer appreciation breakfast, currently set for 
Sept. 17th. 
 C.  Kelsey Harter, the Open Space Ranger, is officially doing patrol now.  She got 
sworn in by a judge two weeks ago.  She patrolled 32 hours last week and saw only two 
dogs off leash, but she attributed that to the hot weather.  She has spent the previous 
time working on the Open Space Ranger Manual and doing baseline tallies of code 
violation on the City properties while in plain clothes.  She works from 10:00am to 
8:30pm right now, but the plan is that she will be routinely altering her schedule, to get 
early and late coverages, and working some weekends. 
 D.  The bird survey was completed at Davidson Mesa.  Local naturalist Steven 
Jones helped with the survey by adding some vegetation work.  The consultant will 
present these results to OSAB in the fall. 
 E.  Staff has been mowing for mullein control at Davidson Mesa.   
 F. Some purple loosestrife is popping up in the state. Staff are aggressively 
working to control it, as required by the State of Colorado. 
 G.  Staff has established plots with different weed control methods on the west 
side of Davidson Mesa to study best practices.  The Youth Corp will help with this 
project.  Staff will add signs for the public explaining what is going on. 
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 H.  There were several recent Open Space educational events.  The bird walk 
had 8 attendees.  The native plants event had 110 people (Ember attributed this high 
turn-out to the fact that it was co-sponsored by the library).  The star-gazing event had 
its maximum 30 attendees.  The “Pull for Colorado” weed control event on Davidson 
Mesa had 13 attendees.  Staff hung door hangers in the Enclave subdivision to get 
neighbors involved in the Pull for Colorado event. 
 I.  Trail mowing is starting to slow down.  Staff have been mowing since spring, 
more or less full time. 
 J.  There have been many small grass fires in the area (not Louisville), probably 
due to hot and dry conditions.  Ranger Kelsey Harter hears about them on the radio.  
Staff will post information about fire prevention in the area. 
 K.  Laura asked if there has been any change in management practice regarding 
the slump on the Coyote Run property.  Ember hadn’t received any change in staff 
practice or policy.  Jeff asked if staff were going to meet with the HOA.  Ember hadn’t 
heard any updates from Malcolm or Joe regarding a community meeting but would relay 
the question to Joe.  
 
VI.  Board Updates- 
 A.  none 
 
VII. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda- 
 A.  Steve Rasor (409 Majestic View Dr.)— He wanted to thank OSAB for trying to 
think of solutions for the dust, storm run-off, and noise problems at the Davidson Mesa 
Dog Off-leash Area, and for the board’s recommendations to apply a natural product to 
keep dust down, increase maintenance and employ temporary lot closures if necessary 
to manage the dust and maintenance conflicts instead of paving at the Davidson Mesa 
trailhead parking lot.  He feels like OSAB had the right recommendation and wishes the 
City Council had followed OSAB’s recommendation. 
 B.  Ember reviewed Allison Gorsevski’s (711 Pine Needle Lane) letter to City 
Council and Open Space staff regarding paving the Davidson Mesa trailhead parking lot 
(see packet).  Jeff commented that he feels the letter overstates how City Council 
doesn’t listen to OSAB’s recommendations.  Helen pointed out that in the previous 
meeting’s minutes Joe had stated that there would be more public review regarding the 
parking lot surface question and there hadn’t been.  Mike felt that the letter struck on a 
theme that the City is turning Davidson Mesa into a “park-like environment” with the 
underpass, improved access, the Dog Off-leash Area, and paving the parking lot.  He 
argued that the improvements are having a heavy impact on the property.  Mr. Rasor 
added that if the City’s argument against temporary, weather-related lot closures at 
Davidson Mesa was that people would park in the neighborhoods and on Washington, 
then the City should give tickets to people parking illegally.  He also thinks the City 
should ask people to stay off trails when conditions are bad.  Mike thought it was 
preposterous that the City can’t even begin a conversation about trail closures when it 
isn’t managing the property for conservation.  Jeff agreed that there hadn’t ever been a 
conversation about issues like trail closures for conservation management reasons in 
City Council.   
 Ashley commented that there is a larger issue about transparency and funding 
on Open Space properties that needs addressing.  She advocates for completing the 
research zoning so that we have good baseline information and zoning all Open Space 
parcels as formal open spaces, and to make those meanings clear, since the current 
language of “visitor, preserve, protect” is difficult to balance in practice.  Mike opined that 
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Davidson Mesa has suffered the most impact of all the Open Space properties.  Ashley 
felt like there needs to be dog off-leash areas, and the citizens clearly value these 
facilities.  She said that $500,000 is being spent on Open Space and Park operation 
maintenance.  She felt there needs to be more of the Open Space and Parks Fund spent 
on maintenance and operation and less spent on CIPs.  Helen replied to Ashley that the 
wayfinding project, which has been delayed, is a popular CIP proposal and not funding 
wayfinding will deny or continue to delay something that the people have asked for 
consistently and continuously in surveys and public input sessions.  Laura commented 
that Davidson Mesa was bought for both conservation/preservation reasons and also 
entertainment/recreation reasons (e.g. trails, access, dogs, etc.) and that the Dog Off-
leash Area, non-discussion of closures, and paving the trailhead lot all seem to be 
prioritizing entertainment over preservation, but both mandates are important.  She 
added that since Davidson Mesa is a large parcel of semi-intact prairie, it very uniquely 
valuable as habitat and the “jewel” of the City’s Open Space system, deserving particular 
emphasis on conservation.  Mr. Rasor commented that the Dog Off-leash Area is like a 
kennel at certain times of day and that the City shouldn’t have ever located it right next 
to a residential area.  He said that if the rules can’t be enforced than it isn’t fair to the 
neighbors and should be moved.   
 C.  Joe announced that the results from the recent citizens’ survey will be 
discussed at OSAB’s next meeting, but that he has seen it and can report that the 
citizens love the Open Space system. 
 
VIII. Discussion Item: Review Draft Options for the Harper Lake Interpretative 
Education Panel and Select Favorite Components 
Presented by: Michelle Wolf, ECOS Communications 
 Ms. Wolf from ECOS introduced the activity.  The goal was for OSAB to give 
feedback on two rough-draft versions for the permanent signs at the Harper Lake 
entrance kiosk.  ECOS is a Boulder-based interpretative design firm.  They love to work 
on parks and trails.  Ms. Wolf said that signs are about education, but also branding.  
She and Ember talked about this sign being a potential rough template for future signs 
for the entire system.  The plan is for one side (the west side) to be the “welcome and 
regulatory” sign.  The other side (the east side) will be the “education and usage” sign.  
The “welcome” sign needs a map, a YOU ARE HERE star, some species information 
(since it’s a wildlife preserve), and a simplified regulatory list.  The “usage/education” 
sign spoke to “use over time” and includes a historical timeline. Ms. Wolf reminded the 
board to select the best look and feel, rather than critiquing the specific text.  Comments 
on text can be sent in emails to Ember.  OSAB will see the final draft for the sign once 
more.  OSAB mostly preferred the look of Option A.  
 Specific comments follow:  
 Helen: Re-order the property usage order so that conservation, preservation is 
listed before recreation. 
 Helen: Requested that the history section include non-white-person history.  Ms. 
Wolf pointed out that sometimes including historical information about Native Americans 
can be tricky unless you have a very reliable and concrete source of information.  She 
gave an example from her own career of a sign they created, using information that 
members of a local tribe said later wasn’t at all accurate.  Helen added that Native 
Americans didn’t arrive in the 1700s, so it’s inaccurate to start the historical timeline 
there. 
 Missy: Asked if the photos would fade at different rates from text, since she has 
observed this phenomenon on other outdoor signs.  She also thought that the signs 
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might be too text-heavy.  She suggested possibly removing the text under the wildlife 
species.  She suggested pre-empting questions like: Where does the water in Harper 
Lake come from? and Why can’t we have dogs here?  She thought the picture of the 
bass was particularly low-contrast.  Ms. Wolf answered that they are using an embedded 
fiberglass material for the sign that is warranted not to fade for 10 years.  She agreed 
that the signs are currently too wordy.  
 Graeme: Didn’t think it looked too dense.  He thought the signs contained layers 
of information, so readers could choice their detail level. 
 Laura: Dense with text isn’t necessarily bad: the signs need some re-read value. 
 Helen: Generally wanted to see specificity in the information.  The Option B 
“welcome” sign was a little more modern and synced up with the wayfinding aesthetic. 
 Laura: Liked the map from Option B better than the one on Option A.  Missy & 
Helen agreed, saying the Option A map was too busy. 
 Graeme: Liked the headers on the contour cuts on Option A.   
 Mike: Liked the format of Option A, liked the content of Option B. 
 Mayor Muckle: Agreed that there should be information about where the water 
comes from. 
 Laura: The distance around the lake should be precise (9/10 of a mile) and a little 
more obvious: bigger? different color?  Lots of groups run laps of Harper Lake for time. 
 Laura: Liked the wildlife information.  
 Helen: Thought we need a “no motor boating” icon. 
 OSAB: Agreed that we could drop the “no guns” and the “no camping” icons as 
they probably weren’t necessary, but wanted to include a “no feeding wildlife” icon.   
 Missy: Still didn’t like the wildlife text, because it feels too cluttered. 
 Mike: Liked the vertically-oriented time line. 
 Helen: Wondered why you’d want a photo of a site when you are standing at that 
site.  
 At this point, OSAB used stickers to mark elements that they liked or disliked on 
print-out versions of the various signs.  
 Missy: Thought general statements could be sacrificed in favor of specific, unique 
facts.  She suggested a statement directing readers to the Louisville Historical Museum 
for further information.  She also suggested that the OSAB priority statements should be 
reflected on this sign. 
 Laura: Didn’t like the generic miner picture, since it isn’t Louisville-specific. 
 Graeme: Liked the horizontally-oriented timeline better, since it reads left-to-right, 
but if it the timeline is to be vertical (like on Option B), this one seemed upside down to 
him.  He also wondered if there was any events since 1984 that could be included. 
 Helen: Liked the introduction language better (focused on water) in Option B.  
Laura and Graeme agreed. 
 Helen: Reiterated her strong feeling that there needs to be recognition and 
inclusion of Native American people in the historical sign. Christopher agreed in general, 
but felt some care needs to be employed to ensure accuracy and specificity.   
 
IX.  Discussion Item: Candidate Open Space Property Ranking and 
Reformatting. 
 Helen had a question about the City Council Memo (included in the packet).  She 
asked who’s “voice” it represents.  Ember said the statement was a distillation of City 
Council comments as they discussed land acquisition.  Ashley responded than she 
thought there were a lot of criteria on the OSAB’s property rating rubric that could be 
redundant, and skewing the analysis.  She reported that Council would like to go through 
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the properties together with OSAB to generate a “to buy” list.  She reported that City 
Council would like to be more proactive about purchases.  Jeff had the impression that 
the list rubric “doesn’t work” for Council.  He said he was also quite surprised when the 
City Manager made a statement about how he would look toward the purchase of any 
property that was on this list.  Mayor Muckle felt that the ranking rubric is very helpful for 
justifying the purchase the top properties and may help point the City towards the lower 
tier properties.  Helen emphasized that the rubric is OSAB’s attempt to be disciplined, 
organized, and transparent about how the board values the candidate properties.  
Christopher added that this is an Open Space value list, not necessarily a strategy list.  
Mike suggested to Ashley that some of the category overlap that concerned her may 
actually be a feature rather than a flaw, because the rubric actually ends up biasing the 
most important features (e.g. water) rather than treating all features equally.  Mike would 
like to bridge the gap between Open Space value and strategic preservation.  Jeff 
commented that while we need to be open and transparent, there might be some 
problems about telling the public the city’s intentions for individual parcels.  Ashley felt 
that she thought the city should always be careful to tell property owners when their land 
is being discussed to maximize transparency.  Christopher pointed out that most of 
these properties would be purchases not condemnations, so their property values might 
go up by virtue of being on this list. 
 In January there will be a joint meeting so Council can give direction to OSAB 
about how they would like properties evaluated.  Helen asked Joe about his previously-
stated idea of getting a real estate agent to consult with the City about target properties.  
He answered that it was still an idea.  Joe commented that it is hard to have potentially 
confidential discussions with an advisory board.  Traditionally, OSAB is just advisory and 
cannot strategize in private, executive sessions like City Council can.  Helen said she 
would need specific information about property zoning and modeled city population 
projections to help put these properties into perspective, if OSAB is supposed to help 
with strategy.  Christopher suggested including the City’s comprehensive plan in the 
discussion.  Missy commented that there was no consistent city process about 
maintaining relationships with the current land owners, a fact that concerns her.  Joe 
agreed that the city has been passive about acquisition.  Christopher felt that this current 
list of properties might be too long to be proactive about.  Missy added that many of 
these properties are contingent (ie. several of them together might be desirable, but they 
are basically unattractive alone).  Christopher said one possible way to handle these 
“contingent” properties might be to buy Rights of First Refusal for them.  Graeme said 
that this task will always be somewhat vague since head-to-head decisions between two 
properties are rarely given.  Jeff recommended that OSAB should include information 
about potential partners (including entities like state agencies) and the consequences for 
the land without city action.  Laura agreed that this information would be really helpful 
and she’d love to have it in the property “bios” that Helen proposed and staff are building 
but cautioned that she and some of the other board members aren’t particularly qualified 
to predict and evaluate the interest levels of other entities, private and public.  Ember 
agreed and suggested that the Planning Department could help OSAB understand how 
the zoning and Comprehensive Plan relate to potential open space target acquisitions. 
 
X.   Draft Letter to City Council Regarding CIP Priorities & Davidson Mesa 
Parking Lots 
 The board had wanted to write a letter to council re-emphasizing its preference 
not to pave the Davidson Mesa parking lot, and to encourage CIP spending on the 
wayfinding project.  The board was caught by surprise and dismayed by how quickly the 
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parking lot surface was made and completed.  Helen asked Jeff, Ashley, and Mayor 
Muckle, when it would be helpful to receive a letter on Open Space CIP’s.  Mayor 
Muckle thought Open Space CIP spending would be done in late Aug/Sept.  They invited 
Open Space staff, OSAB, and the public to attend meetings and comment.   Helen 
asked for specifics on how the City Council creates a draft budget and how OSAB could 
best influence the process.  Ashley explained that the Council tries to weigh different 
funds and their pressures between CIPs and operations.  Helen asked specifically about 
the general fund and how it can be counted on when/if the Open Space Tax is balance is 
low.  Ashley reiterated that the general fund had made a transfer into the Open Space 
Fund.  Helen pointed out that the wayfinding project could be installed in phased 
approach, eg. The project could be phased and implemented so that signs would be 
installed in areas where the trails are completed instead of waiting until all the trail 
construction is complete.  This would have the effect of letting the citizens see 
wayfinding results soon and gaining the immediate benefit of wayfinding on that specific 
trail/area.  Mike commented that the fund has been used for CIPs like the McCaslin 
Underpass, the city services building, and other uses that the OSAB wasn’t particularly 
interested in, so he is frustrated that there aren’t CIP funds available for wayfinding.  Jeff 
commented that he always saw the wayfinding plan as a master plan that may take 3 
years or 5 years, but ultimately will happen.  Helen agreed, but added that she thought it 
would begin faster and urged the Council to make this a priority as recommended by 
OSAB for the past 2 years. 
 
XI.  Discussion Item: McCaslin Blvd Small Area Plan Presented by: Scott 
Robinson, Planner II City of Louisville 
 Scott wanted to keep the discussion to Open Space-specific issues, but 
suggested that people with general comments about the Small Area Plan could make 
them to Planning.  He also advised that this is a draft plan and not a final decision.  
Mostly this plan guides development and redevelopment of private land. 
 Scott showed a trail and improvements map for the area.  The public had 
expressed a strong desire for an east-west connection from the Powerline Trail to a 
possible new trailhead in Centennial Valley leading up towards Davidson Mesa.  Mike 
asked if there would be more residential population density in this area.  Scott said there 
would but it would be concentrated on the east side of McCaslin, not the west side.  
Laura asked why Scott’s proposed trail alignment didn’t look like the wayfing project’s 
proposed “Miner’s Trail” alignment, which also goes east-west, but is further north, right 
along the Recreation/Senior Center.  Scott answered that the alignment he shows would 
connect to drainage right-away with a social trail currently on it.  Christopher asked 
about how the land could be acquired for the trail to Davidson Mesa, and Scott 
answered that it could be negotiated as part of any land development up there. 
 Mike commented that if we put more population into this corridor, they will use 
Davidson Mesa, increasing traffic and using social trails.  Laura suggested that the area 
could use a dog off leash area, which might have the effect of taking some of the 
pressure off the very heavily-used Davidson Mesa Dog Off-leash Area.  Joe agreed that 
there might be a need for an amenity like in that in the southwest part of town. 
 Laura reiterated that she was surprised this plan’s trail alignment didn’t connect 
to the Miner trail and took a jog to the south, since long, contiguous, mostly-straight 
artery trails was a major value of the wayfinding plan.  She wanted to see any east-west 
trail also consider the entire City’s trail network logic. Ember asked about the trail shown 
through the movie theater area.  Scott explained that the idea was that if that area is 
ever redeveloped, the City would ask the developers to put in a bike/pedestrian-friendly 
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route to the RTD Park’nRide.  Mr. Rasor asked whether it was within the scope of 
Planning to negotiate the access to Davison Mesa across private land.  Scott suggested 
that it could be a point of negotiation. Laura asked whether rezoning any of the 
undeveloped land in Centennial Valley was possible.  Scott answered that it was very 
unlikely.  Laura asked about the tiny park shown in the middle of the current Sam’s Club 
parking lot.  This is desirable, but again, would be possible only if there is to be a 
redevelopment of this land.  Christopher asked whether the schools had weighed in on 
the possible population increase in the plan.  Scott answered that apparently Fireside 
Elementary has enough capacity to absorb the population, and Monarch will also be able 
to, if it starts slowing open enrollment.   
 Scott added that if OSAB members have any more comments they could sent 
them to Ember or himself. 
 
VIII. Discussions Items for Next Meeting on August 10th-  
 A.  The new Parks Board can’t come to the OSAB meeting in August, but can 
invite OSAB to their meeting on Aug 4th.  Four board members reported that they would 
not be able attend a meeting on the 4th, so August won’t work for a joint meeting. 
 B.  The Lafayette Open Space board can meet in November, but not in 
September.  OSAB would like to make that happen. 
 C.  Acquisition strategy discussion 
 D.  Presentation by Ranger Kelsey Harter 
 E.  Citizen survey results presentation 
 F.  Go through property ranking 
 
IX.  Adjourn- 
 The meeting adjourned at 10:38 pm. 
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 1CITY OF LOUISVILLE  : Harper Lake Interpretive Signage - Revised Layouts Aug 2 2016

All trails hard-surface 
unless otherwise labeled 

Harper Lake Loop 
Trail: 9/10 mile 
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Place for Water and Wildlife–and Your Enjoyment

Birds and fish are welcome in Harper Lake. But not people and dogs… 
That’s because this 31-acre lake is part of Louisville’s drinking water 
system, holding about 230 million gallons in reserve.

Double-crested 
Cormorant 
These fish-eating water birds have 
straight bills with hooked tips. 
Watch for cormorants diving for 
fish or standing along the shore, 
wings spread wide to dry. 

Harper Lake is a great place to get out—to run, stroll, watch for birds, 
catch a fish, or catch the sunset. Part of the City of Louisville’s Open 
Space system, this protected area serves the needs for water storage, 
wildlife habitat, and recreation. What slice of nature will you find today? 

Osprey  
Called “fish hawks,” these distinctive 
raptors feed almost entirely on fish. 
Look for them hovering over the  
water and then plunging for a meal. 

Largemouth Bass 
This sport fish has a large mouth, olive green 
coloring, and dark marks along its sides. 
Adults usually reach 18" in length, and live in 
deeper water where they prey on other fish.

Rainbow Trout 
Can you see the purple iridescence and 
black spots on this popular game fish?  
Rainbow trout eat fish eggs, aquatic  
insects, crawfish, and other fish. 

CANOEING/BOATING
Boat permits are required through  
the City of Louisville’s online system.
Go to www.louisvilleco.gov and search  
“Harper Lake” or use the QR code here. 

Harper Lake stores drinking water, so  
body contact with the water is prohibited.

Important 
Not all prohibited activities are 
listed here. It is your responsibility 
to know and observe all applicable 
laws and regulations.

NO SWIMMING
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WILDLIFE 
VIEWING

CYCLING RUNNING/
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Thank you,  
Louisville Voters!
The City of Louisville’s Open Space 
and Parks Fund provides critical  
support for local open space, parks 
and trails through sales tax revenue. 

The Leon A. Wurl Wildlife 
Sanctuary designates the 
land around Harper Lake 
for local wildlife to visit or 
make a home. 

Welcome to Harper Lake Open Space

Let’s Keep this Water Clean

Welcome to Harper Lake Open Space

NO FEEDING  
WILDLIFE

Design & Production by ECOS Communications, Boulder, CO
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Welcome/Regulations Sign 63" x 42"
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History of Uses Sign 63" x 42"

Then and Now

 

People on This Land

Timeline of Uses

People on This Land

The name “Harper Lake” comes from the Scottish  
immigrant to Colorado who purchased 1,000 acres  
of land here in the early 1870s. Along with several  
enterprising partners, John H. Harper was active in  
hardware sales, ranching, and coal mining. 

Making a Mark on Colorado 

A County Rich in Coal
Did you know that numerous coal mines once operated  
in Louisville, Superior, Lafayette, and Boulder? Shafts 
from the Matchless Mine extended under Harper Lake 
during its operation (1903-1927)—and remnants still  
exist under our feet today.

John H. Harper (1825–1874) Long before today’s Harper Lake, 
these fields were likely farmed 
for hay, alfalfa, or sugar beets. 

Miners at the entrance  
of a Boulder County mine,  
early 1900s.

1700s and Earlier
Native American peoples occupy the area: Apache, 
Kiowa, Comanche, Arapaho, Cheyenne

Early 1870s
John H. Harper purchases 1,000 acres in the area

1878
Town of Louisville established  
(State of Colorado in 1876)

1890s
Harper Lake created as water storage for ranching

1903–1927
Matchless Mine extends under Harper Lake (coal 
extraction)

1930s–1970s
Grazing and/or farming around Harper Lake

1979
City of Louisville aquires and designates Harper 
Lake Open Space & Leon A. Wurl Wildlife Sanctuary

1985
Harper Lake expanded to current capacity  
(233 million gallons)

2016
Harper Lake Open Space recognized as a key  
resource in Louisville’s trail system
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Land that once served as hunting and camping 
grounds for native peoples became a family  
farm for European settlers. A former livestock  
reservoir now stores drinking water for the  
growing needs of this city. 

The water that fills Harper Lake comes 
from snowmelt in the Indian Peaks,  
carried here through creeks and ditches. 
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13,000 years ago
Early North Americans left behind 

these remarkable stone tools—found 
13,000 years later near the Flatirons. 
Some were used to butcher ice-age 

camels, horses, bears, and sheep.
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 5CITY OF LOUISVILLE  : Harper Lake Interpretive Signage June 28 2016

Main Paragraph - ITC Cushing Book 52 pt.

Instructional - Frutiger Black Italic 25 pt.

Frutiger Bold Cond 28 pt.

Subhead - ITC Cushing Bold 95 pt.

Secondary Paragraph - Frutiger Bold Condensed 40 pt.

Caption - Frutiger Bold Condensed 28 pt.

Caption Header - Bureau Gortesque three seven 47 pt.

Option A: Fonts
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All trails hard-surface 
unless otherwise labeled 

Harper Lake loop trail 
is about 1 mile
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Property Name Purpose/Goal of Acquisition Suggested Mechanism for Acquisition 
Example Answers: Example Answers: Example Answers:

A Contiguous Acreage- Stand alone Open Space property Fee Simple

D Increase acreage of existing Open Space Right of First Refusal or Fee Simple

C.1 , C.2, C.3 Trail Corridor- Connecting Coal Creek Trail to Dillon Request Trail Corridor in Developer Required Land Dedication

B Dog Park- Refer to Parks and Public Landscape Advisory Board

D.2 Contiguous Acreage- Only if D or D.3 are already acquired Fee Simple

D.3 Contiguous Acreage to increase Aquarius Fee Simple

EXAMPLE  - FOR SPREADSHEET DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY- 
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