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Meredyth Muth

From: Mark Oberholzer <mark@tiltcolorado.com>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 12:02 PM
To: City Council
Subject: Grant Program

Dear City Council,  
 
I hope you are all doing well in these odd times.   
 
I am writing regarding the pending Grant Program you are considering this afternoon.   
 
In the interest of full disclosure, I wear several hats when it comes to this issue.  As an owner of Tilt Pinball, I 
am hoping to receive a grant from tis program.  As the Chairman of the city’s Business Retention and 
Development Committee, Vice President of the Downtown Business Association and as a resident I want this 
program to be fair and effective.   
 
My primary concern is that economic injury is not being considered when deciding who should receive a 
grant.  The whole point to a grant program like this is to help those who have been injured most.  The program, 
as it stands now, does nothing to consider not only the degree to which a business has been injured, but whether 
the business has been injured at all by this crisis.   
 
I recognize that it is difficult to come up with criteria in advance to determine injury.  I know that the Economic 
Vitality Committee had long discussions to try to do just that.  The problem with this approach is that you are 
having to guess what situations people are in now and what “injury” means to them and their particular 
business.   
 
The response to that should not be to remove that as a criteria because it’s too hard to know.  The response 
should be to get the information you need to be able to make the decision you want to make.   
 
So rather than guess, gather the information and make a judgment call.  Let the applicants describe their injury 
and let a review committee determine who is most in need.  The committee can include members of the 
community with some understanding of business but who are not in the qualifying pool.  This can remove some 
of the time and decision bourdons from council and staff.   
 
It’s OK to have humans involved in making this decision.  No process is perfect and there will be folks who feel 
left out in any system but at least a committee will be making judgments based on actual information as 
opposed to council making judgments based on guesses as to what type of business might be in what situation 
or how many will apply.  For council to try and guess what criteria makes sense before knowing applicant's 
actual situations will make for a bad program.   
 
As business owner, if I end up not receiving a grant, I would be happier to learn that it’s because someone else 
is in a worse situation that I am, not because they’ve been open longer or file taxes more frequently.   
 
Thank you,  
Mark Oberholzer 
224 Hoover Ave. 
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