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Beyond Bootlegging

Part 1: Prohibition, the Klan,
and How Louisville Became Known as an “Italian Place”

by Jason Hogstad, Museum Staff

This article is the first in a two-part series on how events of the 1920s and 1930s influenced Louisville’s racial
and ethnic make-up. Part One explores how Louisville became known as an Italian place and Part Two, coming
in Fall 2022, examines the experiences of Louisville’s Hispanic residents during this period.

P rohibition, the United States’ social experiment
between 1920 and 1933 that criminalized most
alcohol use, is often associated with the rise of
bootlegging, lawlessness, and addiction. Dig a little
deeper and this seventeen-year period — Prohibition
started four years earlier in Colorado — helps
explain why Louisville was a predominately white
town throughout the twentieth century. The key to
understanding this story is recognizing that two
other historical events — a rise in racial violence
most visibly embodied by the KKK and a backlash
against immigrants from outside of western Europe
— pervaded the enforcement of Prohibition. The
confluence of these three forces is why a closer look
at Prohibition can help us understand Louisville’s
racial and ethnic demographic history — including
why and how Louisville gained a reputation as an
Italian community. As long-time Louisville resident
John “Bugdust” Madonna explained, this was a
moment in which competing factions fought to
control the town and define what Louisville would
be.

In the years following World War 1, Louisville, like
much of the country, was in a state of flux. Italian
families who had been immigrating to the area for
about thirty years gradually gained economic and
social status, forcing descendants of earlier waves
of immigration to share power. These changes
reflected national trends in which immigration from
southern and eastern Europe, of which Louisville’s
Italian community was one small part, created a

sizeable non-western European population in the
U.S. The increasing population of Italian, Polish,
Slovak, Jewish, and other immigrant groups sparked
intense bigotry that led to the passage of the
National Origins Act in 1924, the US’s first quota-
based immigration legislation. With it, xenophobic
lawmakers hoped to control the ethnic make-up of
the country by reducing the number of non “Anglo-
Saxon” — a term signaling British ancestry —
immigrants. Many Americans responded to this

Italian-owned soft-drink parlors and pool halls (like
Celeste’s located at 809 Main Street and pictured here)
were one site of the fight between the Ku Klux Klan
and immigrant populations to control Louisville during
Prohibition. According to the Oct.13, 1920 edition of
the Denver Post, proprietor Celeste Romano was fined
8200 for serving “whisky over the counter so openly
that even strangers were permitted to buy it.”




turmoil by claiming that alcohol was the root of the
nation’s perceived ills.

Unlike other Boulder County towns, Louisville was
an unwilling traveler on the road to prohibition,
although tensions over alcohol had been a part of
regional life for decades before 1920. Much of
Lafayette had been dry since the 1880s, Boulder
residents voted to make that city dry in 1906, and
Lyons followed in 1908." Louisville remained
“wet” until January 1, 1916, when a powerful
coalition that included the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union, progressive-minded community
members, and local religious leaders succeeded in
implementing statewide prohibition."

It’s easy to romanticize what life under Prohibition
was like in Louisville, especially considering the
number of adventurous bootlegging anecdotes that
have been shared in Louisville for years. Take, for
example, the story of the “Minney Ditch,” a section
of the Goodhue Ditch that crossed Main Street near
South Boulder Road where children used to play.
One of those children was Harry Mayor (born
1918), who shared this story with the Museum.
Mayor recalled scouring the ditch for crawdads and
minnows, when one day, he and his friends
happened upon a strange metal contraption. Before
they could investigate, “Old Man Domenico,” who
lived just south of the ditch, “came storming out of
his house... screeching at the top of his lungs,”
scaring off the children. In retrospect, the
equipment the kids uncovered was undoubtedly a
still. Domenico, Mayor writes, had a “milk route” at
the time and regularly pulled a children’s wagon
full of painted white milk bottles that he delivered
to private homes and pool halls in town. It seemed
like his bootlegging was an open secret, as Mayor
notes: “Everyone knew what he was up to.”"

Mayor wasn’t the only Louisville child to recall
close calls with irate bootleggers. During a hide-
and-seek game, John Negri (born 1920) spied an
illicit transfer. While hiding, Negri saw a man get
out of his car next to the home of one of the
LaSalles. The man dug a small hole in LaSalle’s
yard, buried something, and promptly drove away.
Sneaking onto LaSalle’s property to investigate,
Negri uncovered the buried object, discovering
three pints of whiskey. Perhaps relying on the
infallible logic that finders are keepers, Negri took
the whiskey, re-hiding it under a loose floorboard in

the coal house behind his family home on La Farge
Ave. All seemed well until LaSalle stopped by a
few days later to chat with Negri’s father, Al.
During the conversation, LaSalle furiously
recounted that “’some SOB stole my whiskey,””
prompting Negri to return his ill-gotten gains before
he was caught. Days later, LaSalle once again
visited Negri’s dad, declaring “’Al, I don’t know
what the hell is going on, but my whiskey came
back. Some damned kid around here is going to get
the hell knocked out of them if I find out who it
is.”” Although he lived in fear that LaSalle would
discover he was at fault, Negri remained
anonymous."

Humorous as these recollections are, they reveal
two important aspects of Louisville’s bootlegging
industry. First, bootleggers’ identities were an open
secret. As Mayor acknowledged, “[W]e kids knew
who most of them were.”"! Second, bootlegging was
serious business with high stakes. Stories told
through children’s eyes don’t capture the risk that
Domenico, LaSalle, and dozens of other Louisville
residents navigated. These risks were compounded
by the surging presence of the Ku Klux Klan and its
war on immigrants in 1920s Colorado.

The Rocky
Mountain American,

Boulder’s Klan-run
newspaper, tried to
use Prohibition
enforcement to
terrorize, harass,
and subordinate
non-Anglo-Saxons
in the county.
Inaugural edition,
January 30, 1925
(Colorado Historic
Newspapers
Collection).
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As historian Lisa McGirr notes in War on Alcohol,
Prohibition was a critical component of the Klan’s
success and appeal. By positioning itself as an
enforcer of law and order, the Klan was able to
translate its anti-immigrant and white supremacist
views into political and social capital. In Colorado
and across the country, the Klan fought hard against
bootlegging, identifying illegal alcohol use as an
existential threat to the survival of Anglo-Saxon
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Protestant American culture. This strategy was
terrifyingly successful, enabling the hate group to
seize control of the Colorado State Legislature, the
Governor’s office, and municipal and county
elected seats around Boulder County.

But the Klan did more than blend fearmongering
and bigotry to springboard itself to power. It was
popular during Prohibition because it offered its
members the chance to act against the forces they
imagined threatened American society. The Klan
promised to “clean up” America and encouraged its
members to help by capturing and prosecuting
bootleggers."" And in its hate-filled imagination,
bootleggers were always immigrants. “Have you
noticed the list of names of those arrested in the
booze and vice clean-up of Denver? Looks like a
page torn out of a city directory of the Holy City of
Rome, with a sprinkling of Cork,” the editors of the
Boulder-based Klan newspaper, the Rocky
Mountain American, wrote."!

And so, the Klan mobilized its members to ensure
that city, county, and state officials “adequately”
enforced Prohibition. In Denver, deputized
Klansmen arrested Italian and immigrant
bootleggers, even going door-to-door in immigrant
neighborhoods during bootlegging raids.™ The
Rocky Mountain American promised that the “good
citizens of Boulder stand ever ready to assist in the
enforcement of the law.”* The Klan’s secretive
nature, they boasted, allowed it to “obtain
information of moonshine when others fail”” and
they claimed to have furnished several tips to
regional law enforcement X

The Klan’s role in regional Prohibition enforcement
did not stop there. At least one federal Prohibition
agent who frequently raided homes and businesses
in Louisville was an active Klan member. In 1928,
J.R. Calloway lamented to the Greensboro Sunday
Record, a newspaper in his home state, that the
immigrant bootleggers he arrested in Colorado were
unlike the industrious moonshiners of the South
who were at their core, good Americans (and who
also happened to be of Anglo-Saxon “stock”).X" The
xenophobia permeating the region made it possible
for regional law enforcement to easily score
political points by raiding immigrant-operated
bootlegging endeavors even if the officers were not
ardent Klan supporters themselves. On the same day
that Robert Blum took the Sheriff’s oath of office

for Boulder County in 1923, he raided two stills
belonging to Italians living in the County. The raids,
he explained, were proof that he would follow
through on a promise to “clean up the entire
county.”™ ™ And “clean up” he did.

LOUISVILLE HOME IS Men weren't the
RAIDED BY OFFICERS only ones
pnias bootlegging in
The home of Mrs. Tony Normap, goull?]e.r County'
40-yearold Lafayette woman, was ral history
ralded yesterday by Deputy Sheriff a‘_:COU_ntS and
Roy E. Reid, federal prohibition agent, || historic
J. R. Cl"or"::"lndn:ld Met.:.“ul; newspapers
ayette ma , A a quantity o
ralsin mixture seized. Mrs. Norman repeatedly show
was not arrested, pending analysis of that some of the
the mixture taken. She recently was!| most successful
fined $200 and costs and served a 30- || pootleggers in the
day jall sentence for violation of the county were
liquor law.

- 1 women who were
also targets of raids like this one on a Lithuanian
immigrant, Veronika Norman, whose only “crime” was
possessing a suspicious raisin mixture. The Daily
Times, Longmont, Co, December 11, 1925. Courtesy
the Colorado Historic Newspapers Collection.

Before proceeding, it’s worth remembering the
limits that we have when it comes to knowing the
past. Our understanding of life in Louisville during
Prohibition is limited by the sources that survived.
Unfortunately, there are very few editions of
Louisville’s local newspaper — the Louisville Times
— from this period. Most of the stories that follow
are from other newspapers writing about events
here.

Before Colorado’s Prohibition began, Louisville
had a thriving saloon economy supported by
residents and visitors — the local commuter rail

Louisville’s
saloons-
turned-soft
drink parlors
were frequent
targets of
Prohibition
raids.
Officers
raided Nick
Di Francia,
owner of a pool hall at 740 Front Street (seen here), at
least three times during Prohibition and he was
sentenced to time in the state penitentiary.



https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=RMA19250424-01.2.8&srpos=1&e=-------en-20--1-byDA-img-txIN%7ctxCO%7ctxTA-%22directory+of+the+Holy+City+of+Rome%2c+with+a+sprinkling+of+Cork%22-------0------
https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=RMA19250522-01.2.19&e=-------en-20--1-byDA-img-txIN%7ctxCO%7ctxTA-%22Boulder+County+Man+Gets+Term+in+Pen%22-------0------
https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=RMA19250410-01.2.3&e=-------en-20--1-byDA-img-txIN%7ctxCO%7ctxTA-%22Boulder+County+Man+Gets+Term+in+Pen%22-------0------
https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=LML19230112.2.138&srpos=4&e=-------en-20--1-byDA-img-txIN%7ctxCO%7ctxTA-%22Sheriff+Blum%22-------0------

between Denver and Boulder stopped long enough
for passengers to grab a beer at one of Louisville’s
thirteen saloons on Front Street. Although
Prohibition ended this industry, several former
saloon owners converted their establishments to
pool halls offering soft drinks and were frequently
the target of raids.

While Prohibition ended Louisville’s saloon industry,
several business owners, including the Jacoe brothers,
adapted to the new law by turning from operating
saloons to running soft-drink-serving pool halls.
Jacoe’s Pool Hall was most likely located on the east
side of the 800 block of Main Street.

Bootleggers making and selling alcohol were also
targets of raids. In 1924, Sheriff Blum and J.R.
Calloway, the Klansmen and federal Prohibition
officer, raided Jim Colacci’s house in Louisville.
Colacci, The Lafayette Leader reported, was under
surveillance because of his marital, ethnic, and
citizen status: as “an unmarried, unnaturalized
Italian,” authorities had been keeping an eye on him
for some time. Bigoted rationale aside, he was
without a doubt bootlegging: the officers found a
trap door hiding a 15 gallon still, 30 gallons of
whiskey, 3 gallons of wine, 400 gallons of corn
mash, and other equipment X

Colacci’s case reveals the problem with Prohibition
criminality. While national media focused on the
sensational lawlessness of mobsters like Al Capone,
regionally, Prohibition enforcement often was an
attempt by the KKK to remake the state into its
ideal ethnic and racial vision for America (through
actions like door-to-door raids in Denver’s ethnic
neighborhoods). Many individuals like Colacci who

were convicted of violating Prohibition were
technically guilty, but they were also following a
tried-and-true path towards economic success.
Saloon ownership had been a common way that
immigrants were able to attain a level of prosperity
that work in the coal industry could rarely provide.
Making the manufacture, sale, and possession of
alcohol illegal didn’t stop people from pursuing this
course. It simply made doing so more risky and
more lucrative.

Prohibition enforcement didn’t just affect the people
who were violating the 18" Amendment. It also was
part of a larger effort to subordinate non-western
Europeans to those with “Anglo-Saxon” heritage.
Blum, Calloway, and others were raiding Louisville
and the surrounding communities while the regional
Klan was burning crosses on Louisville yards and
marching down Main Street. The Klan itself made
its goals for Louisville’s immigrant population
clear. In 1925, the Rocky Mountain American ran an
editorial demanding that local law enforcement and
government officials “clean up Louisville” which
they claimed was the “wettest spot in Colorado
(prohibitionally speaking).”* That very same
language was what Sheriff Blum employed when
raiding Italian bootleggers in the area.

Bootlegging was not only risky, it could also be
quite lucrative, as Mike Colacci, founder of the
Blue Parrot restaurant, discovered. In the early
1920s, Mike Colacci was having trouble paying
back the loan he used to start the business. X
According to oral history interviews that the
Museum has collected as well as local newspapers,
he began bootlegging to do so. If he hadn’t, the

Unable to
secure funds
from a bank,
Mike Colacci
borrowed $2,500
from
businessman
J.C. Williams to
start the Blue
Parrot and had
to resort to
bootlegging to
pay the loan

off. Seen here
is the exterior in
2008.
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Blue Parrot might have folded, and Colacci’s
(which Mike’s son Anthony started), as well as
Pasquale’s and Luigi’s (which members of the
extended Colacci family started) would never have
put Louisville on the map as a place of Italian
culture and food. Indeed, if not for the Blue Parrot,
Louisville’s spaghetti economy of which numerous
other restaurants were also a part, and on which
many residents depended for their livelihood in the
mid-1900s, might never have existed.

This photo shows
some of the Italian
businesses owners
in Louisville who
carved out the
economic foothold
necessary to
survive the Ku
Klux Klan’s
aggression during
Prohibition. Back
row, left to right:
Henry Porta; John
Porta (a pool hall
owner); and Sandy
Biella, owner of
the Rex Theatre
(817 Main Street).
Front row, left to
right: Nick Di Francia, owner of a pool hall where his
father had had Di Francia’s Saloon (740 Front Street)
and Celeste Romano, owner of Celeste’s (809 Main
Street).

When the Klan members living in Louisville,
Lafayette, Longmont, and Boulder started targeting
Louisville’s Italian community, the profits from
bootlegging — along with the fact that by 1920
Louisville had a large Italian population that
included many business and real estate owners —
provided the necessary bulwark against the Klan’s
aggression. Unfortunately, other ethnic and racial
groups who had not been in the region as long did
not have these resources to fall back on. In the
upcoming Fall 2022 edition of the Louisville
Historian, find out what was happening to
Louisville’s Hispanic population during this time.
Check back to learn about the contributions of
Hispanic residents and about how and why
Louisville’s Hispanic population declined in the
decade after the local Italian community weathered
the Klan’s terror campaign.

See page 8 for information about a talk that Jason
Hogstad will give on “Beyond Bootlegging” on
August 25, and let the Museum know if you have
stories on this topic to share!

Digitized newspapers cited below were accessed through
GenealogyBank.com and Coloradohistoricnewspapers.com.
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viii «The Truth of the Matter,” The Rocky Mountain American,
April 24, 1925.

x McGirr, War on Alcohol, 135.
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American, May 22, 1925.

X «Klan Komment,” The Rocky Mountain American, April 10,
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Old Moonshiners,” Greensboro Sunday Record, Greenshoro,
North Carolina, March 11, 1928. Federal Prohibition Officer
J.R. Calloway is the only Prohibition officer listed in the Ku
Klux Klan ledgers available at History Colorado and was one
of the most visible arresting officers in raids on Louisville
Prohibition violators.

xii «Sheriff Blum on The Job,” Longmont Ledger, January 12,
1923.

xiv«Sheriff Blum Gets Louisville Still,” Lafayette Leader,
September 26, 1924,

¥ «Clean Up Louisville,” The Rocky Mountain American,
February 20, 1925.

xi Nancy Nachman-Hunt, “Spaghetti Dynasty,” The Sunday
Camera Magazine, Boulder, CO, March 17, 1985, 10.

Lenses on Louisville 2022
by Jason Hogstad, Museum Staff

The Museum celebrated Historic Preservation
Month in May by enlisting the Louisville
community to help us document the City as it looks
today. On May 7, fans of historic preservation,
history aficionados, and photography enthusiasts
banded together to photograph the Bella Vista
neighborhood west of Community Park. They took
more than 1,100 pictures of homes, streets, and the
neighborhood and then donated their images to the
Museum!
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Our historic photograph collection is a tremendous
resource, offering insight into what life has been
like in Louisville over time, and the Museum is glad
to be able to enhance this collection with the
photographs taken at Lenses on Louisville. Future
residents, researchers, and historians will appreciate
the work of everyone who helped out. A hearty
thank you to all who participated!

Movre Stories from Bella Vista
Coming In to the Museum!

by Bridget Bacon,
Museum Services Supervisor

The Museum has continued to receive memorable
stories about life in the Bella Vista neighborhood
during its early years in the late 1950s and 1960s.
First, thank you to Gordon Madonna for being at the
Museum to talk with people during the First Friday
Art Walk in May when the Museum’s topic was
Bella Vista. Gordon’s father, Joe Madonna, was one
of the subdivision’s four developers, and Barbara
Street was named for Gordon’s mother. Gordon
worked on some of the house sites as a teenager.
Others who used to live in Bella Vista in its early
years or who moved there more recently also
stopped by during the Art Walk to share fun stories.

The lead article of the Spring issue of the Louisville
Historian, which was also about the Bella Vista
neighborhood, prompted John Steinbaugh to reach
out and share a few memories as well! John’s
father, Herbert Steinbaugh, was another of the four
developers (and the street named Rose Street in the
subdivision was named for John’s mother). John
wrote, “In Louisville, before the 1950s, houses were
built on an individual basis. My dad and his partners
were way ahead of their time in mass (although on a
small scale) construction of homes.”

John remembered that his family’s first home in
Bella Vista was one that the family loved, but his
mother liked the floor plan of the house next door
that his dad had designed and that his partners were
going to build and sell. So the family moved next
door to that house! John was in the Navy ROTC
program at the time, and when he came home the
next summer, “I opened the door, walked in, and
saw the Forbis family sitting in our living room.

What were they doing in our house? My family had
left me and moved next door!”

The family couldn’t have explained the move to
their dog, Bear, an Airedale,
even if they had tried. In an
era before there were leash
laws, Bear “would end up at
the old house staring into
their kitchen,” John
remembered. The Forbis
family would call the
Steinbaughs to come and get Bear. John wrote,
“This went on for the better part of a year. | guess
Bear wasn’t happy with the move.”

Another memory of John’s had to do with how
mostly undeveloped land surrounded the Bella Vista
neighborhood. Both of the family’s houses on the
west side of Aline Street backed up to
Warembourg’s cornfields, and pheasant hunting
was a common activity for Louisville men and
boys. Back then, John’s dad had a gun room behind
the garage, and Louisville families rarely locked up
their guns. John recalled, “One winter morning
when | was a senior in high school, a rooster
pheasant was crossing through the corn rows behind
our house. My folks were having breakfast and they
were unaware of what was soon going to take place.
| went into the gun room (I guess I thought it was a
good decision at the time). | loaded the 10-gauge
double barrel shotgun and
stood back inside the room so
the neighbors wouldn’t hear
the full blast of the shot.
Considering | weighed only
120 Ibs., it turned out to be a
lot of firepower. The kick from
the gun knocked me backwards through the glass
gun cabinet. | got a concussion and had ringing of
the ears for a week.”

John went on, “My dad came out and said, ‘What
the hell happened?’ I told him the story and his last
comment was, ‘Did you get it?’ I had double vision,
and apparently did not. I never fired that gun again,
and when my dad died, I could not convince my
brother to take the gun. We gave it to a friend.”

Thank you so much to John and the rest of our
community for sharing memories about the Bella
Vista neighborhood with the Museum!




Louisville History Foundation News
by Catherine Wessling, Chair

Volunteer Update
by Jason Hogstad, Museum Staff

A renewed mission for the Louisville History
Foundation

In 2014, the Louisville Historical Commission
established a separate fundraising non-profit, the
Louisville History Foundation, to stimulate support
for Louisville history and encourage the
development of the Museum through fundraising,
advocacy, and education. This removed the role of
fundraising from the Historical Commission,
allowing them to focus on advising the Louisville
City Council on matters relating to the Historical
Museum and Louisville history.

Now in our eighth year, we’re renewing our
focus on fundraising by making a key shift in
how the Foundation and the Museum manage
memberships. Starting in January 2023 all
individual, family, and business memberships
will be managed directly by the Museum.

We’ve been working closely with City staff on the
changes and you’ll be hearing more about the shift
over the next few months. For our members, we
don’t anticipate any changes other than who checks
are made out to and where to access online forms.
Enabling the Museum to manage all membership
processes will financially empower the Museum
and clearly define the roles of the Foundation and
the Museum.

As we look ahead, we’re still looking for new
members of the Board of Directors who have
fundraising, financial and communication skill sets.
If you’d like to learn about our plans for 2023 and
how you can get involved, please email
info@Iouisvillehistoryfoundation.org.

The Museum has been taking part in First Friday
Art Walks this summer, and we couldn’t have done
so without our volunteers. The programming
volunteers have been supporting the Museum’s Art
Walk nights about the Bella Vista neighborhood,
Louisville’s history of noodles, and the return of the
incredibly popular soda fountain night, during
which we gave away sample old-fashioned soda
floats. Many thanks to everyone helping us pull off
such successful and fun programs! And a continued
thanks to all our volunteers who support us!

Collections and Research

Kathleen Dahl | Amy Marks

Courtney Robinson

Programming Volunteers

Michelle Baker Ava Morgan
Cate Bradley Vicki Quarles
Memory Delforge Joanie Riggins
Kate Gerard Anne Robinson

Christy Gray Jessica Spanarella

Becky Harney Chris Torrence
Carolyn Anderson Jones Elyssa Torrence

Kelly Keena Mia Torrence
Tara Manning Sloane Whidden
Diane Marino Carol Williams

Corrie Colvin Williams

Oral History Volunteers

Noelle Gatto Jean Morgan

Ady Kupfner Dustin Sagrillo

Betty Solek

LOUISVILLE HISTORY FOUNDATION

Jennifer Henderson
Loren Laureti
David Marks
Daniel Mellish

Jessica Spanarella
Joe Spanarella

Catherine Wessling

Rose Garden Beautification

Marty McCloskey

A

Marshall Fire Story Project

Marshall Fire Story Project: As our community
continues to process events of the Marshall Fire, the
Museum invites you to share your related story in
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order to historically document this time for the
future. Visit the Museum’s website to sign up for a
timeslot in September or October to share your
story in person at the Library or share it online any
time with our Marshall Fire Story Project form.

New Grant to Help the Museum Process the
Archive of the Marshall Fire Story Project: The
Louisville Historical Museum has partnered with
Dr. Kathryn Goldfarb of CU Boulder’s
Anthropology Department to expand the Museum’s
story collecting efforts and better provide our
community a place to have their voices heard and
recorded. This partnership is possible thanks to a
$5,000 Promoting Public Impact grant focused on
the Marshall Fire from CU Boulder's Office of
Outreach and Engagement. The grant will provide
the resources the Museum needs to secure the
recording, transcription, and post-processing work
necessary to create a community archive of the
region’s experiences with the Marshall Fire, its
aftermath, and the ongoing recovery.

Upcoming Programs and Events

We invite the public to join us for these upcoming
programs. For more information, visit the Museum
website at www.louisvilleco.gov/museum. All
Museum programs are free.

Thursday, Aug. 25, 7 PM, Library Meeting
Room — “Beyond Bootlegging: The KKK,
Prohibition, and How Louisville Gained a
Reputation as an Italian Place.” In the 1920s,
Boulder County was a hotbed of Ku Klux Klan
activity and of bootlegging. Join Museum staff
member Jason Hogstad for a talk on the ways in
which Prohibition and the KKK shaped Louisville’s
racial and ethnic demographics.

Saturday, Aug. 27, 2-4 PM, Library Meeting
Room — “Marshall Fire: Preserving Your
Memories.” Everyone is invited to this drop-in
Museum workshop, the last in the series of ten, to
help residents care for items salvaged from the
Marshall Fire with assistance from professional
conservators, digitize family photos, and/or record
their stories to document this time for the future.
(To share your story, please register in advance on
the Museum website.)

In September,

Celebrate
Louisville
History Month!

In 2021, the Louisville City Council designated
every September to be Louisville History Month - a
month for the community to learn more about our
history and reflect on it. Here are some of the
upcoming programs that the Museum has planned!

“Louisville’s Signs of the Times” (Library
Gallery Exhibit): Whether shouting in neon or
subtle and handmade, Louisville’s history can be
told through the diversity of signs that have been
displayed in town over the decades. Signs tell us a
lot about what is important to a community and are
a common and easily accessible way for business
owners to sell their wares and promote their
businesses. Other times, Louisville residents have
used signs to make a statement and take a stance.
This September, stop by the Louisville Library
gallery to view the Museum’s new exhibit,
Louisville’s Signs of the Times, and reflect on how
signs have created controversy, brought people
together, and contributed to the identity of
Louisville.

Local sign painter Ed
Helmstead and a helper
painted the sign on the front
of the Jacoe Store at the
Louisville Historical
Museum in about 1990.

Members-Only Event: Members of the Louisville
Historical Museum soon will receive an invitation
in the mail for an event at the new exhibit! The
invitation will be mailed to paying members and
will include event details and RSVP information.

“What’s in a Name?” (Museum Window
Exhibit):

As you travel through Louisville, stop to consider
the quantity and variety of names that are used to
identify locations around town. Where did these
names come from and what is the meaning behind
them? Visit the Museum’s front window exhibit
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starting in August to view What’s In a Name? and
to discover the history and identities behind some of
Louisville’s well-known place names, and even
some forgotten names.

Museum Participating in First Friday Art
Walks: Did you know that the Museum has a
different theme for each First Friday Art Walk?
These are free, indoor-outdoor evening events held
in our lovely Museum Courtyard, and the Museum
buildings are open, too. The next one is on Friday,
September 2!

Museum Take & Makes: The Museum, with the
financial support of the Louisville History
Foundation, sponsors free Take & Make Kits at the
Louisville Public Library. Follow the Museum’s
Instagram, @louisvillemuseum, to stay up to date
on each month’s theme and craft kit release dates.

Saturday, Sept. 10, 9 AM — Walking Tour,
“Memory Square: Old Town Schools and
Churches.” Join Diane Marino for a walking tour
of Old Town’s historic schools and churches. Meet
in front of the Louisville Center for the Arts (801
Grant Ave.) and listen to stories and information
about historic buildings that have weathered many
years and changes in Louisville. You’ll also learn
about the longtime Louisville Grade School
building that used to stand in Memory Square Park.
Registration is required and space is limited. Find
more details and registration information on the
Museum’s online calendar.

Saturday, Sept. 17, 11 AM, Miners Field — “Take
Me Out to the Ball Game!” You’re invited to
come watch this free vintage base ball game,
brought back by popular demand for a second year!
The Louisville
Miners will
again face off

: : : against the
T e e Star Base Ball
L
y Colorado
Territory, who
represent the
Vintage Base Ball Association. This showdown will
feature historic uniforms, equipment, and game
rules. Bring the whole family to enjoy America’s

i[ Club of
Colorado
pastime with cracker jacks and photo opportunities!

Saturday, Sept. 24, 9 AM — Walking Tour,
“Historic Trees of Downtown Louisville.” Join
Chris Lichty, City Forester, as he leads his popular
tour about historic and significant trees in
Louisville. Registration is required and space is
limited. Find more details and registration
information on the Museum’s online calendar. This
tour meets in front of the Louisville Historical
Museum, 1001 Main St.

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 4-5 PM, Library Meeting
Room — “What’s Under Louisville?: The Science
and History of Coal Mining in Louisville.” In this
interactive history and science program for kids,
learn about Louisville’s past and present through
science experiments and interacting with authentic
coal mining artifacts and maps. Co-sponsored by
the Louisville Public Library and Louisville
Historical Museum. Recommended for Grades 1-6.

Sunday, Oct. 23, 9 AM - “Ranger Walk:
Louisville During the Great War.” Learn how the
Great War of 1914-1918 affected people, coal,
agriculture, and mining in Boulder County and the
Louisville area. Join the City’s Ranger Naturalist
and Louisville Historical Museum staff for a
walking tour of traces from the industries that
fueled Louisville’s contributions to the war effort.
This tour will leave from the Kerr Gardens.
Advance registration is required. Find more details
and registration information on the City’s online
calendar.

October/November — series on “Exploring
Ancestry.com,” Louisville Library. Join Bridget
Bacon, Museum Services Supervisor, to learn the
basics of using Ancestry.com (a free resource
available to all Louisville and Superior library
cardholders). Sign up for any or all of the four
sessions. Please bring your own laptop for the best
learning experience. Find registration information
and details on the City’s online calendar.

Dates, Times, and Session Topics:

e “Ancestry: Exploring U.S. Census Records,”
Sunday, Oct. 23, 2:00-3:30 (Library Board Room).

e  “Ancestry: Searching Vital Records,” Sunday, Oct.
30, 2:00-3:30

e  “Ancestry: Discovering Your immigrant
Ancestor’s Story,” Sunday, Nov. 6, 2:00-3:30

e “Ancestry: Overcoming Roadblocks in Your
Family History Research,” Sunday, Nov. 13, 2:00-
3:30
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Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7 PM — “Stories in the Dark.”
Join the Museum and the Boulder Valley
Spellbinders
for rarely-
heard, local
mystery and
suspense
stories told
under the
stars. Start il ¢
your ~

Halloween off right with haunting stories based on
true events in Louisville's history.

This program is recommended for ages six and up
and will take place outside in the Museum's
Courtyard at 1001 Main St. Bring a blanket or
chairs, if desired. Registration is suggested. Find
more details and registration information on the
Museum’s online calendar. Rain Date: Oct. 27.

Gina Laurin, Associate Director of Conservation
and Technical Studies, Denver Art Museum

Paulette Reading, Conservator,
Mountain States Art Conservation

Jennifer McGlinchey Sexton, Conservator,
Mountain States Art Conservation

Story Facilitation & Recording

Lena Wenzel
Roger Keeler
Lara Minichiello

Thank you to all who have informally shared stories
and information with the Museum in the past few
months, including Nita Razo and Alan lannacito.

Last, the Louisville Historical Commission recently
elected officers: John Honan as Chair, Scott
McElroy as Vice Chair, and Jon Ferris as Secretary.

The Museum Corner
by Bridget Bacon,
Museum Services Supervisor

We're excited to announce an addition to our team!
Summer King now fills the position of Museum
Associate — Outreach Services previously held by
Kaylyn Flowers. We send best wishes to Kaylyn,
and extend a warm welcome to Summer!

Thank you so much to all who helped with recent
Museum programs! Thank you to Andrew
Calabrese and Michela Ardizzoni for demonstrating
pasta making at the June Art Walk at the Museum;
Diane Marino for leading a tour of Louisville’s
Frenchtown neighborhood; and City Forester Chris
Lichty for leading a tour of Historic Trees of
Louisville.

Thank you to the conservators who have talked with
people about their fire- and smoke-damaged items
at recent Museum workshops and to those who
helped with story collection:

Conservators

Sarah Melching, Director of Conservation,
Denver Art Museum

Eric Olson of Eric Olson Master Jeweler

Michal Mikesell, Conservator of Paper,
MArtsM Conservation, LLC

10

LOUISVILLE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Shelley Angell
Paula Elrod
Jonathan Ferris
John Honan
Scott McElroy
Joe Teasdale

Donations to the Museum’s
Collection and Records

The Louisville Historical Museum formally
accepted the following donations during the months
of May through July. Thank you to the donors!

Diane Marino — 1971 St. Louis Church directory
and two cookbooks, one from St. Louis and one put
together by “Louisville Senior Citizens”; also, a
section of a bannister from the original State
Mercantile Building.

Stephanie Greenman — digital images from the
Moore/Hasson family of Louisville.

Dan Ross — large framed composite photo of the
Class of 1942 at Louisville High School; LHS letter
sweater from his mother, Mary Waschak Ross, who
was on the 1942 volleyball team.
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Avista Adventist Hospital — cards relating to
COVID-19 and to the Marshall Fire that students
sent to the Hospital from local schools.

Charles Kranker — 1950s Polaroid camera,
Coleman lantern, and two railroad lamps.

Beverly Stokes Klarich — photo albums, ledgers,
and papers that belonged to her husband, Charles
Klarich, who was the project manager for the
proposed Centennial Valley Mall and the
redevelopment on McCaslin Blvd. in the late 1970s
and early 1980s.

Kathryn Penzkover — 3D printed visors that she
made that were used as personal protective
equipment during the COVID pandemic; mask
holder; photo of her working with the printer.

Mary Ann Weideman — “Mulberry Street Strong”
yard sign put up on properties on Mulberry Street
after the Marshall Fire; yard signs relating to the
February building code rally.

Janet Sue Garrett Jones — 1946 Louisville High
School yearbook.

Barbara Garrett Hesson, Janet Garrett Jones, &
Gayle Garrett Caley — class songbook that teacher
Mae Goodhue used at the school located at the
Monarch Mine camp south of Louisville in the
1930s.

Rob Melich — handmade banner honoring the
Louisville community that neighbors made two
days after the Marshall Fire and displayed on a
fence on South Boulder Rd.; digital photos taken of
the making of the banner.

Joshua Cooperman — yard sign in opposition to
Redtail Ridge in 2022.

Mary Ann Grasser — abstract of title for Lot 1,
Block 1 in Original Louisville (the legal description
of 945 Front St.).

Judy Knapp — model train pieces for education or
exhibit.

American Legion Auxiliary — framed composite
photo showing 28 past presidents of Louisville’s
American Legion Auxiliary between 1925 and
1980; scrapbook albums showing Auxiliary
activities; digital images taken of American Legion
photos, including some showing past commanders.
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Also, thank you to the Open Space Division for
saving for the Museum a metal sign from Davidson
Mesa that was burned in the Marshall Fire.

Saloon Photos in the Collection

To follow up on the lead article of this issue, we are
pleased that the Museum’s collection contains so
many striking photos (like this one) of Louisville
saloons and pool halls. Some can be accessed
through the Museum’s online photo collection, with
more to come! Find the online collection through
the Museum website and use keyword searches.

Memovrial Donations

Thank you so much for these recent memorial
donations.

In Memory of Pasquale “Jack” Varra (1928-2021)
George Brown

In Memory of Michael “Buddy” Ferrera
(1945-2021)

George Brown
In Memory of Richard Channel (1935-2022)
George Brown
In Memory of Wendy Leggett Kelly (1957-2022)

George Brown
Diane Marino

In Memory of Johnny Ray (1936-2022)

George Brown
Marie Slavec

In Memory of Charles “Chuck” Smart, Jr.
(1959-2022)

Memory Delforge
Johnny Kranker

In Memory of James W. Vinson, Jr. (1937-2022)
Lynn E. Phillips Reed
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Louisville, Colorado History Award
for National History Day

Thanks to New and
Renewing Members!

National History Day in Colorado hosts a state
competition for middle and high school students
each spring. The Museum congratulates the 2022
winners of the Louisville, Colorado History Award
at the National History Day in Colorado
competition! The winners, Alexis Jarvies (for
“Child Labor During the Industrial Revolution” and
Nora Engel (for “Frances Perkins: A Woman of
Debate and Diplomacy”), scored the highest in the
Junior and Senior Divisions, respectively, for the
best projects on U.S. mining and/or labor history.
Thank you to the Louisville History Foundation for
sponsoring the cash prize of $100 for the students.

Thank You for Your Monetary
Donations!

Thank you to the following people and businesses
for their recent generous monetary donations, other
than memorial donations, to the Louisville History
Foundation and Museum.

Randi & Jason Albright
Nancy Allen & Jim F. Williams, Il
Bridget & Gary Brown
GeorgeBrown
Signe Buck
Robbie and John Cartwright
Crystal Springs Brewing Co.
Paul Dinkelmeyer
Steve & Laurie Harford
Alan lannacito
Kathleen Jennings
Loren Laureti
Bernard & Nancy Raibley
Andrea Robbins
Joe and Jessica Spanarella
Kathy Takemoto
Kathy Valentine Family
Raymond and Janice Waldorf

Regrets

We extend our sincere sympathy to the families of
lifetime member James “Jay” Davis and regular
members James W. Vinson, Jr. and Henrietta Van
Dyke.
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New Members

Signe Buck Burton Hobson

Patricia Howard &

Kaylyn & Will Flowers Theodore Krichels

Debbie Sirkin &
Brian MaclLeod

Stephanie
Greenman Family

Jan Snyder

Renewing Members

Randi & Jason Albright Loren Laureti

Nancy Allen &
Jim F. Williams, 1I Mona Lee-Doersam
Marie Boric Patricia Lester

Bridget & Gary Brown Gordon Madonna Family

George Brown Darryl Petruska Family

Robbie & John Cartwright Bernard & Nancy Raibley

Alice Connor-Hall Sarah Reed Family

Paul Dinkelmeyer Andrea Robbins Family

Louise Geil Kim Salony
. Joe & Jessica Spanarella
Steve & Laurie Harford .
Family
Sheila Hausbeck Fred Stones
Alan lannacito Family Kathy Takemoto

Kathleen Jennings Kathy Valentine Family

Raymond & Janice

Jacqueline Johnson Waldorf

Joan Dalby Yust Family

Historical Museum Tours,
Contact Information, and Services

Museum Hours: The Museum welcomes walk-in
visitors! Groups and schools may request tours by
appointment using the Museum’s online group tour
form.

The Museum’s regular hours are:

Tuesdays 10-3
Wednesdays 1-6

Thursdays 10-3
Fridays 10-3
Saturdays 10-3

Donations: Do you have a donation to offer to the
Louisville Historical Museum? If you would like to
ask about an artifact donation or have a specific
research inquiry about Louisville history, please
contact the Museum at museum@Iouisvilleco.gov
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or 303-335-4850. The best days to bring in items for
consideration are Wednesdays and the third
Saturday of each month.

About: The City of Louisville owns the Louisville
Historical Museum as part of the Department of
Cultural Services, with Sharon Nemechek as
Director of Cultural Services. The Museum is
located at 1001 Main Street. Its mailing address is
749 Main Street, Louisville, CO 80027.

Website: Keep up to date on information about the
hours of operation for your visit at the Museum
website, www.louisvilleco.gov/museum.

Don’t Miss an Issue of
The Louisville Historian!

Membership in the Louisville History Foundation is
a must for those interested in Louisville’s unique
history and cultural character! Membership is a
joint program of the History Foundation and the
Historical Museum. Members receive the quarterly
Louisville Historian with substantive articles about
Louisville history.

A yearly membership is $20 for an individual and
$35 for a family. A yearly Business Sponsorship is
$125. You may visit the Museum website at
www.louisvilleco.gov/museum to print out a form.

Make checks payable to the Louisville History
Foundation, Inc. You may also join and renew
online at www.louisvillehistoryfoundation.org.

Historical Museum Staff

Bridget Bacon, Museum Services Supervisor
Jason Hogstad, Museum Associate — VVolunteer Services
Summer King, Museum Associate — Outreach Services
Gigi Yang, Museum Associate — Collections & Exhibits
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Thank you to all of our
Business Sponsors!

740 Front
Acme Fine Goods
Alternating Current Press
Assorted Goods & Candy
Atomic Forge & Welding, Inc.
Balfour Senior Living
Berkelhammer Tree Experts, Inc.
Berryhill Design Group
BK Media Group, Inc.
Bolder Insurance
Boulder Valley CPAs PC
Coal Creek Collision Center
Colorado Art Glass
Creative Framing & Art Gallery
Crystal Springs Brewing Co.
DAJ Design, Inc.
E & L Team at RE/MAX Elevate
Eleanor and Hobbs
Eric Olson Master Jeweler
FirstBank
Fox Property Management
The Gstalder Louisville Law Group PC
Hofgard & Associates, PC
K Financial, Inc.
Louisville Arts District
Louisville Chamber of Commerce
Louisville Cyclery
Louisville Realty Associates, LLC
Louisville Tire and Auto Care
LTS Glass
Moxie Bread Co.
Robert P. Muckle, MD, PC
Old Friends
Old Santa Fe Mexican Grille
Parco Dello Zingaro
Pine Street Plaza
Rosati’s Chicago Pizza
Seward Mechanical Systems
The Singing Cook
The Society of Italian Americans
Stewart Architecture
Tri-City Elks
Zaremba Graphic + Web Solutions
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Louisville Historical Museum
749 Main Street
Louisville, CO 80027
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