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[EXTERNAL EMAIL] From outside of City of Louisville DO NOT CLICK links or
attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Members of the Historic Preservation Commission,

I am writing to express my strong support for the preservation and restoration of the historic
commercial building at 813 Main Street. Having lived in Louisville for 26 years, I believe this
building represents a critical opportunity to invigorate our downtown and serve as a model for
future preservation efforts.

As detailed in the Historical Museum's social history report, 813 Main Street once exemplified
Louisville's thriving entrepreneurial spirit. The building's original design, with its large
storefront windows, recessed entry, and elegant wood detailing, actively engaged with Main
Street and welcomed the community. It was an extraordinary example of a retail business
seamlessly integrated into the urban fabric.

Sometime in the late 1960s or early 1970s, the building's historic character was obscured. The
original facade was covered with wood siding, the large windows were reduced, and the
building effectively turned its back on the community it once served. This alteration has
contributed to a sense of under-utilization and disconnectedness on Main Street.

The current proposal for 813 Main Street presents a unique opportunity to reverse this trend.
Based on my personal observation of the building's interior, its structure appears to be in
relatively good condition and has tremendous potential for revitalization. I believe that a
preservation-focused design could restore the building to its original, more open configuration,
celebrating its history and allowing it to once again actively contribute to downtown life.

I am concerned that the current application may be a continuation of the building's 40-year
history of being "introverted" rather than "extroverted" to its Main Street context. This
building deserves the chance to re-engage with the community. Restoring its historic facade
would not only honor its past but also create a physical manifestation of hope and progress for
our downtown.

This project has the potential to become a leading example for Louisville’s historic
preservation program. I urge the commission to work with the building owner and applicant to
explore how this project can better reflect and celebrate the building’s rich history. By doing
so, we can help 813 Main Street become a vital and thriving part of our downtown for years to
come.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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