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Outlook

Request for reconsideration of sewer tap fee policy for internal ADUs

From Annalise Sorensen <annalisesorensen@gmail.com>
Date Wed 3/11/2026 1:30 PM
To City Council <Council@louisvilleco.gov>

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] From outside of City of Louisville DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you validate
the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Members of the Louisville City Council,

I am writing as a Louisville homeowner currently working through the permitting process to convert an already-
finished basement into a legal accessory dwelling unit.

First, I want to say that I appreciate the city’s effort to allow ADUs and increase housing flexibility. I also understand
the rationale behind water and sewer tap fees: ensuring that new development contributes fairly to infrastructure
capacity.

However, I believe the current application of tap fees to existing finished basements deserves reconsideration.

In my case, the basement is already fully built and connected to the home’s plumbing system. The conversion to an
ADU does not add new square footage, does not require a new sewer connection, and does not increase the
physical capacity of the home. The same number of people could legally live in the house today as after the ADU
conversion.

Because of this, the tap fee feels misaligned with the policy’s intent. Tap fees are designed to offset the cost of
infrastructure expansion caused by new development, but in this situation no new infrastructure demand is being
created.

More importantly, the current structure unintentionally creates a disincentive for homeowners to follow the
permitting process. For example, this increases my budget by 18%. When thousands of dollars in additional fees
are triggered simply by legalizing an already-existing basement unit, many homeowners will understandably
choose not to pursue permits. This leads to more unpermitted rentals, less oversight, and fewer safe housing units.

Other cities that have embraced ADUs have recognized this distinction and often waive or reduce tap fees for
internal ADUs created within existing structures, particularly when no additional water or sewer connection is
required.

I respectfully ask the Council to consider whether Louisville could adopt a similar approach. Potential options could
include:

• Exempting internal basement ADUs from sewer tap fees when no new connection is created  (if the basement is
already considered finished with the Boulder County assessor) 
• Charging a reduced impact fee rather than a full tap fee
• Creating an appeal or administrative variance process for conversions within existing finished basements

These changes would align the policy more closely with its intent while encouraging homeowners to pursue
permitted and safe housing options.



Thank you for your time and for the work you do on behalf of Louisville residents. I look forward to hearing back
from you.

Kind Regards,

Annalise Sorensen
2109 Wagon Way, Louisville, CO 80027
303-881-1757



Outlook

Special Council Meeting

From William Nelson <williamharrynelson@gmail.com>
Date Sat 3/14/2026 9:15 AM
To City Council <Council@louisvilleco.gov>

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] From outside of City of Louisville DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you validate
the sender and know the content is safe.

To Louisville City Council,

I am writing to provide a comment on the agenda item 5.A. Water and Sewer Rates since I am unable to attend the
meeting.  I have written to council members in the past and received a very nice response from Diana Langley, the
City Manager.  The subject of the letter was to ask the city to consider a rate structure for churches and
nonprofits with significant outdoor irrigation needs.  

My church (Christ the Servant Lutheran Church) has to spend over $10,000 a year to irrigate about 2.5 acres
through the summer and this only keeps the grass alive.  We are developing plans to try and reduce our water
needs by seeding with fescue and discussing alternatives for the largest turf area.  Even so our water bills are
double because of the sewer fee and the fact we can't afford a second meter for irrigation.  

Diana's email was encouraging and it is our hope the subject of billing practices can be discussed at the March
17th council meeting. Thanks for your service and your time.

Sincerely,
Bill Nelson
714 Peach Court
Louisville
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